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INTRODUCTION 
Tiie present work, as is evident from the title, 'Sir 
SaiyeJ Ahmad Khari , Beck arid the Indian Nat ion al C<nigr ess ' 
Gono^rns an important pliase; of modern Indian ^listory. This 
pha:e (1858-1898) is rxtrfmely crucial. During this period 
Indi'nn modern educated intelligentsia began to give proof of 
its maturity and competence to understand the evil aspects 
of the alien rule. The post Mutiny era in India is thus full 
of political activities which ultimately led to the 
foundation of the Indiari National Congress. Now the Indian 
nationalism began to flow m a direction set by the early 
Indian Nationalists But during the same period, the British 
policy towards India al.bc^  considerably changed. 
The Muslims, who were generally distrusted and 
experienced hostile attitude from the government now began 
to experience patronage (1871) from the government 
officials. The Hindus who were much advanced educationally 
and economically, were now by and large unfavourite for 
their political demands. The promoters of the Raj became 
more and more alarmed when the Indian National Congress was 
founded. They now resorted to the policy of Div^ide and 
rule' more effectively. 
- V-
Unfortunately tor Muslims m India specially of North 
India, the period between 1857-1871 was extremely difficult. 
Their failure to over-throw the alien rule with the help of 
the]r fellow countrymnn invited the wrath of the British In 
that period, Sir Saiyed Ahmad, a loyalist, emerged on the 
scene and worked hard to save the Muslims from total 
ruination. But the Muslims m North India generally did not 
Ilk*- the British riile They were averse to modern 
education Tlie ulev>.^' who had played active role m the 
rebellion strongly support t^d an anti-British attitude In 
thib atmosphere, Sir Saiyed began to persuade the Muslims to 
obtain modern education, profess loyalty to the British and 
abstain from political activities fearing total destruction 
of the Muslims. 
The psychological impart of tlie situation on Sir Saiyed 
was such that he would not allow any momentary idea of going 
against the policy ot the tiritisli His loyalism to the Raj 
was beyond question In this situation of Sir Saiyed's 
mental state, Theodore Beck arrives in India as Principal of 
Mohammadan Anglo Oriental College m 1883. Sir Saiyed's deep 
concern for the community and loyalism to the Raj now 
combined together 
-VI-
Soon after the establishment of the Congress (1885) the 
British high officials were alarmed. Dufferin, the then 
Viceroy, took the lead in criticising the Congress 
policies. Sir Saiyed already held a view that the 
community's interest was not in politics but to obtain 
modern education. Naturally, he endorsed Dufferin's views. 
Beck took full advantage of it and began to use the columns 
of Aligarh Institute Gazette . 
In the present monograph, an attempt has been made to 
study Sir Saiyed and Beck in relation to the National 
Politics. It is not claimed that the problem has not been 
studied so far. The period has been studied by many 
scholars. The present study has been made in the light of 
new material which has now become available. 
The study is divided into four Chapters: The first 
Chapter deals with the development of Political thought of 
For details see, Leiyveld, David: Aligarh's First 
Gener at ion , Gopal, Ram: Iridian Muslims - A Pol it ical 
History (1858-19'^7) , Hardy, P.: The Muslims of British 
India, Jain, M.S.: The Aligarh Moi'ement , Manglori, 
Tufail Ahmad, MussalmanC ^a Roshan Mustaqbil , Mohammad , 
Shan: Sir Syed Ahmad hhan. A Political Biography, 
Nizami, K.A.: Sayyid Ahmad Khan, Robinson, Francis: 
Separ at 1sm among Indian Muslims, Seal, Anil: The 
Emergence of Indian Musiims; Competit ion and 
Colloborat ion m the late Nineteen Century, Zakaria, 
Rafiq: Rise of Muslims in Indian Politics. 
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Sir Saiyed. An attempt has been made in this Chapter to 
analyse the impact of the rebellion of 1857 specially on the 
question of the survival of the Muslims and his 
interpretation of the rebellion. The discussion also covers 
the Muslim response to the Modern Education highlighting 
Saiyed Ahmad's views in this regard, 'in addition, attempt. 
has also been made to retrace the 'language controversy' 
(i.e. the Urdu and Hindi) and Saiyed's opinion on it. Also 
discussed are his view's on the issues of Self-Government 
Finally the Chapter also deals with Saiyed's response t) the 
popular demands like the introduction of Ilbert Bill and the 
Indian Civil Services Examinations, etc. 
The Second Chapter, 'Establishment of the modern 
educational institutions' deals with the premier modern 
educational institutions of the period like the Delhi 
College, Agra College and Bareilly College and here an 
attempt has been made to find out the involvement of the 
Muslims in modern education. As may be seen from this 
Chapter^ these colleges came into existence much before the 
establishment of the MAO College, Aligarh. Bareilly, Agra 
and Delhi had been very important cities where the Muslims 
of upper class had considerable population. Here an attempt 
has been made to find out the extent of Muslim participation 
in the modern education. This Chapter also gives an account 
of Saiyed's early experiments in establishing modern 
educational institutions It deals with Saiyed Ahmad's 
journey to England for writing an answer to William Muir'^ 
book. 
It also discusses the campaign for the establishment ol 
the MAO College. The social and political constraints under 
which Saiyed Ahmad had to operate as a member of Indian 
society and a subject of British empire, with special 
reference to the response of the orthodox Muslims m 
connection with the acquisition of modern education has also 
been dealt with.'Towards the end of the Chapter a discussion 
has been made regarding the Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental 
College, also known as the Madrasutul-Ulum Hussalmaji dn - i 
Hind. The MAO College initially drew students from the; 
northern parts of India. Gradually it attracted students 
from other parts of the country as well. The finaneihi 
aspects of the MAO College has also been dealt with m tins 
Chapter. At first, the College was affiliared to tne 
Calcutta University. Later m 1887, when Allahabad 
University was established it got affiliated with it. 
The third Chapter is devoted to the emergence of 
Theodore Beck m the MAO College. Beck had joined the 
MAO College with a purpose An attempt has been made to 
liighlight his overall purpose with the help of contemporary 
records Beck with h\h pleasing manners and easy 
accessibility to the student community became very popular 
This popularity seems in conformity with his plan to fulfil 
hie imperial aspirations. The students of this period 
represented the first generation of Muslims in North India 
witli English education. 
In this Chapter, also discussed are the policies 
adopted by Saiyed Ahndd lor the College , the role of Beck 
and Saiyed Ahmad, and the controversy regarding the 
mfluerice of Beck on Sir Saayed Ahmad and the MAO College. 
The fourth Chapter discusses Saiyed Ahmad's role in the 
National Politics. H^re an attempt has been made to analyse 
his views between 18b8-1898\ Unfortunately, some writers, 
both in India and Pakistan, have spread the baseless calumny 
that Sir Saiyed was the lather of the two nation theory. 
This view has been reassessed on the basis of the sources. 
This period also covers the phase of the foundation of the 
Indian National Congress (1885) Since the Saiyed had 
already developed a view m regard to the British rule in 
India, his opposition to the Congress therefore required a 
special treatment Therefore, the opinion of Sir Saiyed and 
other Nationalist Muslims on the Congress and their 
arguments has been discussed in detail . 
It may be pointed out that for the study oi tlus 
problem a large number of official and non-oilii XTI 
documents and records have been consulted. 
There are a large number of Contemporjry Unulfi'^ii! 
publications available m tlie Maulana Azad Library and tht 
Aligarh Archives of the Aligarh Muslim University which I 
have gone through. Specially important are AliQurh Iristitute 
Gazette, Tahzib-ul Akhlaq, the Aligarh Monthly. Ali^jar'-i 
Hagazirie and the copies of the MQhammadari AUQII^ Orierital 
College Magazine. In addition, I have also consulted tiie-
published Annual Reports of the College, Reports of the 
Boarding House & Proceeding of the Board ot Trustee.-, Nc 
doubt, many of these published records have already been 
used by various authors earlier. I have, however, tried to 
explore' some more material and attempted to interpret 
various issues in the light of the political milieu '^liicn 
has been, for one reason or another overlooked by tht-m 
Altaf Hussain Hall's Hayat-e-JaNaio has also been r jund 
to be very valuable, it has been extensively used by me for 
the present study. The works of Mohammad Amm Zuberi and 
XI 
Sheikh Ismail Panipati has not so far been judiciously 
utilized by the historians dealing with the Muslim Politics 
in the 2nd half of the 19th century. Panipati's work is a 
repository of knowledge. It unfolds Sir Saiyed's multi-
dimensional personality. Panipati has done a great service 
by publishing Sir Saiyed's letters which throw ample light 
on the problems of the period and Sir Saiyed's approach to 
them. I have used this valuable work to clarify many of my 
doubts. 
Numerous valuable documents are also available outside 
Aligarh like the National Archives, New Delhi and the U.P. 
State Archives, Lucknow. I have also consulted these 
documents as may be seen from the pages of the present work. 
CHAPTER I 
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL THOUGHT OF SIR SAIYED AHMAD KHAN 
(1857-1885) 
Saiyed Ahmad (later Sir Saiyed Ahmad Khan) belonged to 
a well known family of Delhi. He was born in October 1817 
His father Mir Muttaqi and his maternal grand father Syed 
Fariduddin had close link with the Mughal court. Saiyed 
Ahmad was brought up in a family with typical medieval 
outlook. He could not receive a systematic education Saiyed 
Ahmad's father died in 1838 and he advised him to serve the 
Mughal court as per family tradition. Bahadur Shah II had 
bestowed upon him some of the hereditary titles such as 
Jawwaduddawlah and Arif Jung. But Saiyed Ahmad much against 
the wishes of his relatives and friends, began his career as 
serishtadar (Clerk), under the East India Company, Agra In 
1839 Saiyed Ahmad was promoted to the post of naib mir nurishi 
or Assistant Chief Secretary to the Commissioner of Agra 
Division, Sir Robert Hamilton. In addition to his official 
responsibility, Saiyed Ahmad utilized his spare time m 
studying law and qualified himself for the post of aunsi-r m 
1. Syed Fariduddin worked as Prime Minister of King Akbar 
Shah II for some time. For details of the family links 
with the Mughal Court, see Hali, Altaf Husain, Hayat-e-
JaNaid, Lahore, 1957, pp.77. (hereafter cited as 
Hay at-e-Jana id). 
2. Hayat-e-Jat-iaid , p. 109. 
3. Ibid. p.112. 
4. Ibid., p.109. 
1841. In that capacity he worked at different places of 
Delhi and U.P.^ 
While staying in Delhi, Saiyed Ahmad's inquisitive mind 
led him to t?ie monumental archaeological work Asar~as 
Sanadid.'^ Saiyed Ahmad had a deep interest in history, 
perhaps, it was owing to his ancestors links with the great 
Mughal who were now bereft of power. Yet their glorious past 
was preserved in historical works. He then not only revised 
the AiTi-i-Akbar 1 (1855) but also reproduced as many as 
possible drawing and sketches of utensils, ornaments and 
arms used by the Mughals. 
Saiyed Ahmad was working as Sadr~i-AmiJi at Bijnore wheri 
the Rebellion of 1857 took place. The rebellion of 1857 had 
an everlasting impact on Saiyed Ahmad's mind. As a company's 
servant his loyalty to the British was firm. This loyalty 
became more stronger as he found to his satisfaction that 
the well being of Indian Muslims was in having complete 
1. Ibid . , p.110. 
2. For details see Ibid . , p.114. 
3. Ibid., pp. 122-124. 
4. See Saiyed Ahmad's speech at Jallandhar, Panipati, 
Sheikh Mohammad Ismail, Sir Saiyed Ahmad l\han Ka Safer 
Nama-e-Punjab, Delhi 1884, p.366 (hereafter cited 
Safer Nama-e-PuTi j ab) . 
f a i t h m t h e a l i e n r u U i . Ht b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e B r i t i s h v^elf 
1 
no t going to vacate the countiy soon 
When the Rebellion took place in Bijnore, about twenty 
Europeans and Eurasians, were living with their fdmiiie--
there Saiyed Ahmad saved their lives on his personal iii.k 
In Bijnore, he had seen the pitiable condition ul thi-
Muslims with his own eyes I he same scene of rum v, ^ 
witnessed by the Saiyed when he reached Moradabad m 1 jri-
w?iich caused him great distiess The Muslims as usual W'-it 
the mam target of suspicion and revenge by the hiit.bli 
officials The only guilt ui them was that they wti^ 
Muslims. Saiyed Ahmad was perturbed over this situdti 
He was helpless to render much service to his 3wri commiii it 
His heart bled seeing tht^ destruction ut old Hu lim tctimii 
I n 
1. Hayat-e-Jd«aid , p 128 Ghallb has giveti a Vf-tv 
sorrowful picture of the Muslims during the rebellion 
of 1857. He mentions that there was scene of gallows on 
every side and the roads looked fearful Ghalib teims 
it as the 'city of the Dead' (Shahr-i-Khamoshari ) where 
he was once known to many persons. The poet feels that 
the city had no Muslims In the darkness of night thcii 
homes were without light and the chianeys of the hru.^ e-
were also not giving any sign of smoke Ghalib, Mir^d 
Asadullah Khan, f'ulliyat-i- Ghalib, Lu(know, lo/^ 
pp.403-410 
2. Hayat-e-Jat-jaid, p 125 oir Saiyed has iescrib^-o I h-
unfortunate events of those months in his book J^^ii-n-
i-Sarkashi-i-zila-Bi more [The History ot revolt m th^ 
district Bijnore) Sir Saiyed published it soon jlter 
his arrival m Moradabad 
3 Ibid , 145 
in Delhi and Bijnore.-^ Hatred against the Muslims wa^ su 
high that some of the English even thought of destroying the 
Jama Masjid at Delhi. Even Russ«l - one of the British 
correspondent suggested to destroy the Taj Mahal and •sell 
its debris.^ To strengthen the British dominion in India the 
English started thinking it necessary to keep the Muslims 
under foot because of their active participation in tlie 
rebellion in 1857. The British officials wrath on the 
Muslims was as usual continuing against the spirit of i^ ueen 
Victoria's proclamation of 1858. Even Indians m the 
government job were settling their old scores witli the 
Muslims. No proof was required to declare the Muslims 
criminals. 
Nevertheless, even in this atmosphere of distrust and 
wild accusations against the Muslims, Saiyed Ahmad showed a 
remarkable courage by writing Asbab-i-BaghaNate hiuo 
1. Ibid . 
2. Russel William Howard, Hy diary m India lu the yt^-ar 
1858-9, London, Dec. 1859, p.282. 
3. Rise of Muslims IT, Indian Politics , Zakaria, Rafiq 
Bombay, 1970, p.7 (hereafter cited Rise of Muslims m 
Indian Politics). How the Muslims were target of 
suspicion and punishment may well be understood from 
Hali's Biographical account of Sir Saiyed, Haydf-e-
JaMaid, p.145. 
4. Hayat-i-JaNaid, op.cit. p.145. 
(1859). The book is a historical document sliowing o.nyed 
Ahmad's courage. Asbab-i-BaghaNate Hmd was followed by th^ s 
Loyal MohammadaTis of India^ (1880). This was aimed a* to 
remove the misunderstanding of the government officials 
towards the Muslims and to create a congenial atmosphere- for 
the former - now almost in complete ruin and suffering from 
despair and dispondency. However, available evidence 
indicate that the distrust on Muslims continued for another 
decade though Saiyed Ahmad's constant efforts, to some 
extent reduced its intensity. 
By 1870-71, India's political situation n^ .j 
considerably changed. The British government in India now 
felt alarmed over the political activities of th«= 
Associations run by the Middle class educated Indians. The 
Muslims had hardly any place in it as they lacked modern 
education. Lord Mayo's (d. 1871j policy, however, paved way 
1. In the first part of this book, Sir Saiyed Aluiiad hab 
given narratives of several Mohammadans who by their 
good conduct and devoted loyalty had obtained 
approbation and reward. In the second part he proposes 
to chronicle the eminent services of another loyal and 
faithful Mohammadans, but as in the official report 
representing him, mention has been made of certain men 
- who have been styled Jahadees, he deemed it desirable 
in his place of offer a few observations upon this 
subject. 
2. Khan, Sir Saiyed Ahmad, Loyal MohamaadaTis .>r luoia 
1860, p.4. 
for a change from anti Muslim to a pro-Muslim policy In 
this regard W.W. Hunter also played an important role by 
presenting his report now published in a book form 'The 
iTidiari HussalmaTis' . In his report Hunter pointed out of the 
plight of the Muslims m Bengal - who ruled over th^ -
province for several centuries, were hardly to be found m 
responsible positions. Even those serving were in pitiable 
position of 'porters', 'messengers', 'fillers of inkpot' and 
'menders of pens'. Saiyed Ahmad, fore saw this situation 
likely to happen to the Muslims of North India soon after 
the suppression of rebellion. Here majority of the Muslims 
depended upon the jagirs, zaw iridar i s or madad-i-ma ash 
grants. Most of the Muslim families lost their bread earners 
during the rebellion. Their properties were confiscated. A 
bleak future awaited them. They had no alternative means of 
livelihood. Saiyed's mind was upset. He earnestly wished to 
save the community from complete ruin. Therefore, he threw 
his whole being for the sake of the community*^ Sir Saiyed'f-
Hunter, W. W., The Iridian Mussalmans , Reprinted 
Varanasi, 1969. p. 170 (hereafter cited The Inoiai' 
Hussalmans). 
Speech of His Honour the Lieutent Governor, N.W. I and 
Oudh in reply to the address presented to him by the 
trustees of the MAO College, Aligarh, on 23rd Oct 
1892, Published in Aligarh Institute Gazette, 5t}i Nov 
1892, pp.1169-70. 
shock and anguish on the plight of Muslims in Bengal, knsw 
no bounds when he read a news in the Pioneer Lucknow 
Saiyed's mind was upset. He earnestly wished to save thej 
community from complett; ruin. Therefore, he tlirew his whole 
being for the welfare of the community. 
II 
Sir Saiyed had a difficult task in persuading the 
Muslims that their interest was in acquisition of tii>)dfc;rn 
education. His task had become all the more difficult uwmg 
to the strong opposition by the Ulema to the mwdern 
education. With the disappearance of the old ruling Glasz,ei 
i.e. the King, the nubility who hitherto controlled the 
community, the Ulema had taken their place. Most of the 
Muslims specially the artisans, weavers, peasants etc. were 
under their influence. The consequence of the Rebellion had 
further alienated a larger number of surviving land-holding 
Muslims. They were also averse to the modern education With 
the 'Ulema' opposition to the modern education, Sir Saiyed 
found himself in a very awkward position But he was 
convinced that the future of Muslims rested in the change of 
Panipati, Sheikh Mohammad Ismail, Maktabat-i~ Sir 
Saiyed, Lahore, 1959, p.63. (Hereafter cited Haktubat-
e-Sir Saiyad). 
attitude. They must realize the signii icance of ln<xl^;rIl 
education and acquire it. But to persuade them for a changt-
was a heavy task. Centuries of superstitions, false pride, 
traditionalism and stress on non-religious practices which 
all had nothing to do with the true Islam were great hurdle-, 
before the community. Stiff opposition from almost every 
quarter of the Muslim society was painful to him. However, 
he faced them as he thought that he should work quickly 
ignoring the opposition in the interest of the community He 
was convinced that their antagonism to the modern education 
was deep rooted which were based on four causes namely - 1. 
their political traditions; 2. religious beliefs; 3. social 
customs and 4. poverty. Saiyed was keen to find out 
remedies to these causes. He had observed the life and 
condition of the people of England during his stay there in 
1869. He found that the Muslims in India were not only far 
behind socially, religiously, economically from the British 
but also from their Hindu brethren in India. To remove the 
prejudices of the community and introduce reforms within it, 
he established the Tahzib-ul-Akhlaq on December. 24, 1870 ''' 
1. Aligarh Institute Gazettee , Supplementary Volume, 1882, 
p.26. Sir Saiyed Ahmad's evidence before the Hunter 
Commission, of 1882. 
2. Zuberi, Mohd . Amin, T azk ir ah-e-Hohs in , Amin Zuberi wa.5 
officer incharge of historical records, Govt ot 
Bhopal, 1935, p.79 (hereafter cited Tazk ir ah~e-Mi>hs IT, ) 
It published 226 articles uf which 112 were from the per ol 
Sir Saiyed himself. The journal proved of great help m 
preparing the public mind for his great educational project 
The impact of these articles was of far reaching 
consequences. The community was roused from the deep slumber 
of ignorance and made to feel that a change in their 
attitude was essential for their own future. 
Now Saiyed was using modern media to educate tn-^-
community. Hardly two or three issues of the Tahzib had teen 
published that its opposition started from the so culled 
orthodox section of the community, who did not want to 
deviate from the past traditions. The Tahzib became a target 
of attack. Saiyed's proposed educational institutioti_ or. 
modern lines also became a centre of controversy -md 
criticism. Some of the leading Urdu Newspapers like huro 1 
Anmar and Nurul Ar'aq (Kanpur) took the lead in opposing 
Saiyed Ahmad's mission. In the controversy one of the 
leading religious (risala) Isha 'at-ul sannat went far aiiead 
in condemning Saiyed Ahmad and his supporters as 'Lunatic', 
'Natury' and 'Christian'."^ Unthinkable opposition to the 
1. Safer Nane-e-Punjab, p.30. 
2. Hayat-e-JaNaid , p.219. 
3. Ibid. 
1 0 
'Tahzib' and its founder was owing to the fact that it 
interpreted Islam in sucli a way which was alien to the 
common belief of the Muslims. Gradually, the Tahzib made 
dent to a limited group of Musalmans. Majority of the Muslims 
were illiterate - they remained ignorant of this paper. The 
preachers and »&ulvles could not also become convinced by the 
writings in the Tahzib and perhaps Hall's assessment js 
correct that they did not regard it favourable for t ht,-
religion and themselves. The descendent of the nobles wt-re 
still not prepared to acknowledge the decline of the 
Muslims, therefore, the impact of the 'Tahzib' was confined 
9 
to the middle class Muslims. 
Ill 
Saiyed Ahmad was devoting his energies to uplift the 
community in his own way. Unfortunately, at the same time a 
new controversy over language shattered liis belief A 
section of the Hindus began to believe under the propaganda 
of Babu Shiva-Prashad that Urdu was not satisfying their 
needs and began to work for its replacement by Hindi By 
1870 several organisations of the Hindus came into 
existence. The Brahmans of Benaras, who enjoyed considerable 
1. Ibid . , p.221. 
2. Ibid. 
11 
influence on Hindu society by special virtue of this .'tuiai 
standing in anti-Urdu campaign ^ The pro-Urdu elements, wit.li 
equal zeal begarj to oppose introduction of Hindi to tht-
Courts and government offices regarding it too vulgar and 
lacking dignity to give it an official status 
It seems that the Aligarh Institute Gazette reacted 
sharply to the anti-Urdu movement causing a counter anJ 
bitter reaction. Babu Dina Nath Ganguli, Secretary, Ktawah 
Debating Club, accused Aligarh leaders (of British Indian 
Association) for advocating Urdu as the standard vernacular 
language of the province. He argued that "the object which 
prompted Hindus to cultivate the Mohammedan language under 
the Muslim rule, no longer existed, and that adoption of 
Urdu would prevent the Hindu religious books from beirifj 
read". It will be seen that Ganguli interpreted Urdu as the 
language of Muslims. He was totally incorrect to interpret 
that the Hindus adopted the Urdu language under the Musi an 
rule.'* Interestingly Ganguli went to the extent assertinjj 
1. Memorial from the Pandit's of Benaras p.217 cited in 
Rise of Muslims in Indian Politics, p.302. 
2. Ibid., p.297. 
3. Aligarh Institute Gazette, Jan. 24, 1868. 
4. Ibid. Urdu as a language of expression emerged m tne 
19th century. B^ or its growth and expansion, see Saxend, 
Ram Babu, History of the Urdu literature , Lucknow i n. (J j 
Chapter II, pp lb-36 Also see Khan, Masood Husain, 
Tarikh-e-Haban Urdu, Aligarh, 1978 
asserting that the Hindus could never accept Urdu as tlu-
language of their religion''- - an expression which later on 
Saiyed Ahmad used in his letter to Mohsin-ul-Mulk ' The 
Hindi Urdu controversy changed Saiyed Ahmad's mind 
considerably. Babu Shiva Prasad's movement for Hindi aiarmcu 
him. He thought that it was an attempt to destroy Urdu 
language which was nurtured by the Muslims. Saiyed Ahmad ^  
anxiety to save Urdu language - the symbol of Hindu-Musi n/i 
cultural heritage can well be understood. Saiyed Ahm^d teil 
in the line of Babu Dina Nath Ganguli on tlie issue when h--
interpreted that the Muslims would not agree to adopt Hindi 
language even after the insistence of the Hindus and thi.-
would lead to separatism between the two communities 
Saiyed Ahmad further said that even if the Muslims ctnd 
Hindus were separate on the issue there would not be the 
loss to former. The Muslims would be gaining if they traded 
independently.^ Nevertheless Sir Saiyed pointed out that m 
1. Aligarh Institute Gazettee , May 15, 1868 
2. Muktubat-e-Sir Saiyed ( letter from London date.l Z'nh 
April 1870), p.3 
3. It>id . 
4. Ibid., p.103. 
5 Ibid . 
1'^  
view of the collective benefit of the Hindus and MuMirns, 
which was dear to him, he wished a unity between the tw-, 
which was unfortunately, in jeopardy owing to the Hind i - Urti'i 
controversy. •'• Saiyed's apprehension without keeping m view 
the milieu of the second tialf of the 19th century has now 
become a debating point.-^ Consequently now the Saiy^ -J it. 
discredited as the author of Muslim separatism in Indi=i But 
if one keeps in mind the political milieu, he would 
certainly not fail tu realize the mental state of >_.aiyed 
Ahmad who was struggling to infuse confidence in a community 
which had not yet recovered from the impact uf the rebelijun 
of 1857. Specially when the Muslims had almost lost tlieu 
traditional contact with Arabic and Persian Ictiiguages wln.^ ti 
had a rich literature to tlieir historical past By and 
large, the Urdu language in the 2nd half of the 19th centur> 
had become the language of their religion and culture 
1. Ibid . 
2. Ibid. 
3. For details, Nadvi, Saiyed Sulaiman, hayat-e- '-li i bl i 
Azatngarh, 1843, p. 285. (hereafter cited, Ha,at t-
ShibJi), Manglori, Tufail Ahmad, Hussalmano Ka Rc^hun 
Mustaqbjl, Badaun, 1940, pp.161-62. (hereafter cited 
Hussalmano Ka Roshar, Mustaqbil) . Also see The liidiaT, 
MussaJaar, 's, pp. 175-176. 
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At the same Lime many Hindus were also using tln'^  
Language as a vehicle of expression and adopted it as theii 
language. They had compot^ed scores of religious themet. Hmi 
written in prose a considerable amount of rsligious storiti 
in Urdu. Bhagwad Gita and Ramayana were translati->l ml 
Urdu. In such an atmosphere when both the communities 
without any dispute and differences, had adopted lli-du i 
common language, the movement initiated by Babu Shiv [rash i . 
was bound to shock those who considered it as a symt^l ^ 
cultural unity. However, Saiyed's stand against Hindi led t 
a controversy which was soon communalised. 
IV 
Apart from the language controversy, the Saiyed w-is 
soon involved in the problem of elections to the Councils 
The educated Indians were demanding a representative council 
ever since the passage of the Act of 1861. The demand meant 
that the elections would be held on the basis ot generdl 
franchise. Sir Saiyed Ahmad on 12 January, 1883 disagreed to 
it. He expressed about the principle of election and itt. 
1. Babu Bireshwar Mittra, a Hindi protagonist thut state-d 
that Urdu protagonists had the problem of a pure cind 
simple survival of the old Muslim tyranny lutatement 
before the N W f and Oudh Provincial Committee Report 
400 (cited in hi e or liuslims in Indian Polit i c , p 3ti: 
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success in India He agreed to the fact that the system <>l 
representative institutions m the Local Self Government was 
one of the great institutions ^ He however, strongly telt 
that borrowing of this system to India would be not iti 
conformity with the socio-political structure of the 
country.^ Saiyed Ahmad was of the view that India was 
inhabited by different races and nations, whereas England 
had one and only one nation i e the English Moreover, 
educationally, the English people were far advance m 
education and there can be no comparison of them witti 
Indians. 
1. Afzal, Iqbal, Life and limes of Mohammad All, 1978, p 7 
(hereafter cited Lite and Times of Mohammad All ), Ai^t) 
see Philips, C.H., The Ev^olution or Iridic and Pakij-ictn, 
(185S-1947) , London, 1962, p 185 (hereafter cited 7/,p 
Et^olut ion of India and Pak i stan ) 
2. Life and Ti»es of Mohamaau All., p.7. 
3. Ibid, p.8. Also see The E\^i'lut ion of India and Pak i ,>i- BH , 
p.185. 
4. Mussalmano Ka Roshan Mustaqbi 1 , p.270. Proceeding ol the 
Indian Legislative Council, vol 22 (1883) pp 19-20 
quoted in Seal, Anil, Emergence of Indian Hat i ini^l i ^n i 
Competition and Col Iabor at ion m the Later Nineteenth 
Century, Cambridge, 1968, p.320. (hereafter • cited 
Emergence or Indian Nationalism). Almost the i,ame 
excerpt is quoted m The E^olatlou cT India dno 
Pakistan, p 185. Also see Robinson, Francis, Sep^r d/-1 ,-»i 
Among Indian Muslims, The Politics of United Prmmze --
Muslims, 18t.0-192i, 1860-1923, Cambridge, 1974, pp 11^ 
118 (hereafter cited Sep^tr at is» Among Indiaji Muslim^ ) 
16 
Saiyed Ahmad was convinced regarding efficacy of the 
introduction of principle of election for the true 
representation of different groups but he opposed this owing 
to his belief that India was inhabited by many races and 
natioi?^. ''He wa's also apprehensive that if the system of 
representation was introduced, the majority community would 
exploit the interest of minorities, and the innocent people 
would consider government, mainly responsible for the 
differences created due to the racial and caste prejudices 
Saiyed Ahmad claimed that long before the foundation of 
Indian National Congress (1885), he had thought about the 
introduction of the Representative Government in India He 
had also gone through the works of John Stuart Mill 
•a 
supporting the system of Representative Government. But 
after going through the celeberated work of J.S. Mill he 
reached to the conclusion that 'the first requisite of a 
Representative Government is that the voters should possess 
the highest degree of homogeneity'.'^ For the functioning of 
1. Life and Times of Mohammad All , p.8. 
2. Dobtn, Christine, Basic Documents m the Dev'slopmetit or 
Modern India * Pakistan, 1835-1947, London, 1970, p.41 
(hereafter cited Basic Documents ). 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid . 
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the government in harmony the majority played an important 
role. Saiyed Ahmad advised that it was necessary that the 
inhabitants should have no misunderstanding and differences 
regarding the nationality, religion, ways of living, 
customs, culture and historical traditions of each other 
All the above qualifications were the essential for running 
a Representative Government. It was useless to think in that 
term when the above requisites were not fulfilled, 
particularly in India, where people belonging to diverse 
races lived. 
Sir Saiyed argued that whenever the system of 
Representative Government would be introduced the majority 
would over ride the interest of the minorities, and the 
entire responsibility would be thrown upon the government 
for introducing measures which widened the gulf between the 
people of India. '^ He therefore supported the prevalent 
system without change . Sir Syed's views may seem alien to 
day. However, the language controversy followed by the 
campaign for Self-Government seems to have alarmed him At 
1. Ibid, p.41. 
2. Ibid . 
3. The Evolution of India and Pakistan , op.cit., p.185 
4. Ibid. 
all cost he wished to kewp his community away t x- m 
controversies and politioal agitation. At least the detur^ uj 
of Self-Government was bound to take serious political tun. 
Hence, his opposition was obvious. Howevei', il 
consequences, in the long run were far reaching and per^ i^; 
disastrous too 
We have earlier noted how Saiyed Ahmad was de^ -plv 
impressed with the British and considered that their ruir- m 
India would be ever-lasting Witli such considerations n.-
loyalism to the British became^  firmer and unstiakable fi-, 
however made no compromises with the loyalism whenevci .'i-
found that the National honour was deliberately humilicitti 
His book-on the causes of the Revolt of 18f.7-58 is a liviri^ ' 
example of his fearless boldness. On the eve ot the Agrci 
Darbar (1867), he was the only Indian who strongly objected 
to the humiliating position to which the Indian mv.ieei 
(all loyalists) weVe to face In protest he lelt, he di :i. t 
attend the darbar an J carne to Aligarh OdUsing kit- < 
annoyance to many high British civil officers ^ 
1. Hayat-e-JaNaid , pp. 405-6. Also see Hussalnaui. Ka K<'.t,^i, 
Hustaqbil, pp.268-69 
1 Q 
Soon after the Agra episode, Sir Saiyed wrot-^  ar. 
article urging upon the government to provide such eduo=iLioi. 
to Indians so as to enable them to know their rights :uiJ 
that they could fight against injustices. 
Sir Saiyed's stand agairist the discrimination at A(.'ra 
darbar made the high British officials oonsidt-i lUiv 
concerned. Perhaps, tliey did not like to antagonise su.^ n > 
powerful protagonist of loyalism at a time when the edu_att"l 
Indian middle class was mature and competently critit^ismg 
the exploitative Briti-sh policy in India. Sir Saiyed was 
placated by the reward of a gold medal. The Commissioner at 
Meerut who did not like Sir Saiyed for his Agra episode wa.-
specially directed to deliver the medal personally t' tti-
2 latter at Aligarh - a gesture by the British diplomats in 
India to keep the loyalist elements firmly behind tht 
British. 
Sir Saiyed's appi-oach to the national problem caint- t' 
test once again when the Ilbert Bill was introduced m lad': 
by C.P. Ilbert which aimed at abolishing idciai 
1. Mussalaauo Ka Roshctri Mustaqbil, p. 269 
2. Hayat-e-JaNaid, p.407. 
discrimination in the matter of judicial trials by 
permitting Indian judges to try Europeans also iri the 
criminal cases. The Anglo-Indian community bitterly 
resented. The Anglo-Indians and Europeans in India madf :t 
an issue. They considered that appearing before Iri'lian 
judges for trials would be humiliating. Hence they very 
strongly opposed the Bill . Their uproar ultimately l^-d to 
the amendment in their favour causing humiliation to the 
Indians. This European outcry and their organi-jaLiun 
awakened the Indian *intelligentsia and they called the ljrst 
National Conference in December 1883 at Calcutta. However, 
Sir Saiyed was among the few Indians who had in the Council 
made a remarkable speech in its favour . 
VI 
Sir Saiyed's approach on the Civil Service Examinations 
(ICS) was, however, altogether different to most ot the 
1. For details see The E^^'olution of India arid PaK i s t<jii , 
p.121. A European Defence Association was lormed 
with branches everywhere in India and a furid C)i 
Rs. 1,50,000 was raised to protect the privileges ul th^ -
white race. Ultimately as a result of the opposition by 
Europeans, the original proposals of the Bill were 
modified. 
2. Basic Documents , p. 36. Also cited in Massalnanoi, K c 
Roshari Mustaqbil , p. 268. 
3. Natesan.G.A. Ewment Mussalmans , (n.d.) p.30 (hereafter, 
cited {Eminent HussaJmans ) 
educated Indians who much before the establisliment ol Lhe 
Indian National Congress, were clamouring for holding the 
Indian Civil Service examination simultaneously in England 
as well as in India. With the establishment of the Indian 
National Congress, the demand was put forward to tht-
g'overnment in an orgauizt^d way. Needless to say that Saiyed 
Ahmad Khan took much interest in the Civil Services from tiie 
beginning in a different way. His mind was, greatly 
influenced by the British bureaucratic set up. On the li.sue 
of simultaneous examination of Indian Civil Service (ICS; in 
India and England, he held the view that those qualityang 
for the Civil Services would be considered inferior by thu.se' 
who qualified for the same in England. In such a situation 
the Indian qualified civil servants, would not earn so much 
respect by their counterparts qualifying from England 
Hence his emphasis was that the Indians should go to England 
and qualify for the Indian Civil Services from there. •'• 
Sir Saiyed's contention would seem strange and toe much 
imperialist today. However, one should not ignore the 
psychology of Sir Saiyed who considered that a certificate 
from England would amount to perfection - a mentality whicli 
1. Safer-Nana-e-Purijab. p. 249. 
even after 41 years of attainment of Independence, to .- >ni' 
extent, persists in India 
In 1868, Saiyed Ahmad thought of establishing; an 
Association for sending Indians irrespective of Lti<jir 
religious considerations to Europe for education The 
membership fees of the Association was proposed to be two 
rupees a month. But he could not succeed in this schetii- i 
the Elindu considered Vi.ycige 'igamst the castt- mterebt K, I 
religion, and the Muslim'^ also suffered from ^ucn 
superstitions. 
By 1883 the ice was broken and the Indiana m 
considerable numbers started going to England for J C 
examination. Sir Saiyed expressed his happiness over iri>n'ii 
participation m the C'mpeti tive examinations iielc n 
England and regarded that no nation could gaii' lionour, .! h-
did not participate in tlie governance of its own counl i v' 
admired the attempts of those Hindus who having quaiil leij 
for the Indian Civil Services served indifferent capacities 
1. Maktubat-e-Sir Saiyed, p..S91. 
2. Ibid., pp.391-92. Also ^ee Hayat-e-Ja.,aiJ, p 2. J .• 
3. Safar Hame-e-Pur, i ab , p ^ 48 Saiyed Alimad ' s speei ^ 
Anjuman Islamia, Lahore 
in India. But he hi-ld the view that it was uni/ tl-
beginning, and not ttie end They had to do more t' i t!." 
country 
Saiyed Ahmad got an opportunity to revive the ol I 
2 
scheme of formation of an Association. He felt that it wir 
very difficult for his community to qualify m the Oiv^l 
Services Examination at, tlie maximum age was reduced tj jin 
to 19. It was at tins age that the candidateb li r t! -
Indian Civil Servict,, iiid to go to England t_r appedi .lu i^  
the examination. Sir Saiyed believed that at this youn^ d^ -
it was difficult for the community to quality for the 
examination. So he established the Mohammadan Civil oervii^ e 
Fund Association. Special classes were started m tne 
MAO College to help the students in acquiring such edujdti.i 
which could be helpful to them for the Civil bf-rvii^ --.^  
r 
Examination. 
1. Ibid., p.248. 
2. Hayat-e-JaNaid, p.300. 
3. Ibid . 
4. Maktubat-e~Sir Saiyed, p.392 Also see Gopal, Ram. InJi^, 
Muslim, A Political History < IST'S-1^47) , Bombay, I'dLy 
p.53. (hereafter cited 2r,dian Huslim^^, A P<'li^i-,i, 
Hi story) . 
5 Hussalman Kd Ro:^ti^)i Mus t aqb j I , p 28b 
Interestingly Sir Saiyed's view in regard to the Civii 
Service competitions lart^ ely reflects his bias. Ac he 
belonged to the s\u-viving Mughal aristocracy m India, th--
very concept oi open cuinpetition where both high born and 
low born people got an equal opportunity to appear at the 
Indian Civil Services, made him uneasy. Sir baiyed 
considered that only the high born had the legitimate icim 
in the higher administrative services. To the po.'.-ihl-' 
objections to the English low born persons, f-Dinpeting -t ' ii-
Indian Civil Services, Sir Saiyed had a naive argument ' tut 
very little was known about their family background in inaia 
where as the antecedents of the Indian low burn w.-is 
known, and it could not be acceptable to the ashrat m 
India, to accept to rule over them. 
Sir Saiyed's efforts, liowever, could not succeed owmt? 
to an indifferent attitude ot the Muslim Community oir 
Saiyed expected to rais-:; b00 membership witii a MK uthi/ 
donation of Rupees two from each member and then to rai.-« an 
annual fund of Rs. 12,000/-. Despite the best efforts tJit-
membership of the Association could not exceed to 299. Evt;n 
these members, in due course, became indiffert:;nt and sttppc-iJ 
1. Ibid. 
2. Ibid . , p.288. 
giving donations. The whole scheme of Sir Saiy«d ' hu.-. 
collapsed. 
Sir Saiyed Ahmad' s opposition to the -.imultant-ou:_ 
Civil Service Examination had another reat.on als > H--
believed that many nations like Hindus, Parsis and Mubiiin' 
etc. lived in India. Whereas, according to his concept ((.r 
course not very convincing] there in England lived only ^'ti<-
nation. Moreover, in India all the nations were not equal in 
relation to the distribution of wealth, education anJ 
knowledge. Moreover, the Muslims were quite baokward 
p 
including the Hindus of North Western Provinces. 
Sir Saiyed's argument however, seems to be far fruiii th^ j 
reality. It is a well known fact that the Muslim Communit,/ 
was far behind in education than the Hindus. Economijally 
their position was also not good. In such 3 oircuni.-.tan"et5 
how the entire Muslim Community in India could compete with 
the non-Muslims in India in the Civil Service Examin-;iti. n 
despite Sir Saiyed's efforts to provide funds and the MA< 
College as base for preparing for the Indian Civil Sei-vice^  
Moreover, even after Sir Saiyed's efforts to encourage the 
1. Hayat-e-JaNaid, p . . ' j 0 ] . 
2 . Mussalmarn- Ka Ri'Shaji Hustaqbi I , p . 2 & y . 
Muslims to appear at the Indian Civil Service Examincttions 
after being trained in his newly formed Association, the 
outcome was disappointing 
Thus, it may be said that Sir Saiyed's stand on th--
Indian Civil Service Examination was not in conformity oi 
the situation. Perhaps his opposition to hold a simultane-out 
examination in India and England was for his political 
differences with t,he Indian nationalists who were clami^ urin^ -f 
for the same. 
1. Bhatnagar, S K , history (»r the MAO Ci>Ilegt^, Alig^tr^, 
New Delhi, 1969, p 74. (hereafter cited H ist,.ry ur t ht, 
MAO College). 
CHAPTER II 
MODERN EDUCATION AND SIR SAIYED AHMAD 
It IS generally believed that Sir Saiyed intr duct- i 
modern education among tlie Muslims This it not entirel 
correct Much before the establishment of the MAO Coihtit 
Aligarh, there existed Tolleges at Bareilly (ebtablishtd la 
1830), Agra (established m 1823) and Delhi (e^tablibhel TI 
1825) It IS needless to say that Agra, Bareilly and h J ii 
were such urban centres where Muslim population WJ 
considerable There were Muslim families at these pidce-
which had closer links with the Mughal aristocracy We iro 
however, not m a positmn to know the exact number j 
Muslim students m these colleges However, later reports 
regarding Bareilly College indicate that the c^.iiege 
suffered frjom financial difficulties This was, peih^p^ 
owing to the lack of local patronage and mdifferen e l 
the Rohila gentry which had considerable population ^n i 
economic resources in and around Bareilly But the Rwliiiab 
showed little sympathies to the British lule and i' 
institutions in Roliilkhand, they revolted m 1816 & io'-i 
However, the very eAistence of Bareilly Colle^^ 
interesting 
The Muslim students were auquiring modern educati n in 
the Delhi College prLjr to the rebellion ol 1857-58 And 
during the rebellion nust oi the students of this L 1]^-^. 
had taken part against the government C nsequentJ tli^  
8^ 
College had to face Llie wratti of the Government. How-ver, 
the actual statistics here again are lacking We du tin-i 
some stray references about some of the prominent Muslin <>ia 
boys of the College like Farhat-ullah Beg, Moulvi Zakauliati 
and others. 
The Delhi College, Delhi was founded in the builiini=' 
9 
which was built by Ghaziuddm Khan , a Mughal noble m I(y_ 
The Delhi College came into existence m 1825. Perhaps, tnt 
Delhi College was one of the earliest colleges m rxorth 
India. It may be recalled tliat Delhi had been the capital ol 
the Mughal Empire for the last several decades Here a iaige 
number of Mughal artistocratic families lived It had ais,o a 
considerable Muslim population. The British had oocui-it^ a 
Delhi in 1803 and pensioned off the Mughal Emperur Shah Aiaiii 
II causing great annoyance tu the Muslims The rat^^a"- or 
Shah Abdul Aziz that India ceased to be Darui Islam, soon 
after the occupation of Delhi by the British forces in 1 S0.3, 
is a clear indication of Muslims mind. However, Shah Abdul 
1. Abdul Haq, Marhun Delhi College, Delhi, 1946, 
2. For details of (^ haziuddin Khan see Beveridge, H 
(Translated) The ^^aathir-al-Umara, New Delhi lJ7y 
pp.674-78. 
3. See, Ahad, Mohammad Abdul (Ed.), F ati^a-i-Az i z i ^ . 
Delhi, 1311 A.H., p.16. 
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Aziz had also decreed that there was no harm in Muslim's 
acquiring modern education. Shah Sahib enjoyed a f?r^i•Jt 
influence among the Muslims in Delhi. Despite annoyance to 
the British rule, the Muslims seem to have bt^ gun acquirint' 
modern education in Delhi. 
Similarly the Agra College was functioning since \62.i 
The syllabi of the College included Arabic and Persian as 
subjects. The College management was also encouratiing 
publication and translation of European scientific wcjrks 
into Arabic. Inclusion of Persian and Arabic in syllabi 
suggests that Muslim students were also acquiring education 
in this College. Like Delhi and Bareilly College here tou, 
we do not possess a specific information in regard to the 
number of Muslim students. The syllabi is however, 
suggestive and it may be inferred that the Muslims in Agra 
College were also getting modern education. Admittedly t.he 
number of Muslims acquiring modern education m those 
colleges might not have been in proportion to tueir 
population in these cities. However, it can not be ignored 
1. Siddiqui, Z.U., "Shah Abdul kziz Dehlvi and 
Contemporary British Authorities", Hesrern CoUmiail 
Policy, Vol.1, Calcutta, 1981, p.345. 
2. Syed Mahmood, A Hi.-t'>ry --r LriQlish Educ^ti:>i, in Iridi 
( 1 7 8 1 - 1 8 9 3 ) D e l h i , R e p r i n t 1 9 8 1 , p . 3 2 . 
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that some Muslims were already acquiring modern education 
much before the establishment of the MAO College at Aligarh 
II 
After the 1857 revolt, Saiyed Ahmad felt that th^ -
future of the Muslims largely depends upon two things viz 
(i) the western education (ii) the rapproachmenr and 
friendship with the British . To fulfill these objectivt-s, 
Saiyed Ahmad decided to visit England. It was alt,u 
considered necessary for the collection of material for 
answering to Sir William Muir's book "The Lite ci Mah.-iHfft 
which had greatly shocked the Saiyed. Since all the material 
was not available in India, a visit to the British Muiieum 
and India Office Library was indispensable. Hence, Saiyed 
Ahmad resolved to go to England. The Saiyed, however, had no 
adequate resources for such a task. He, with difficulties 
raised money by even selling or mortgaging some of lii.-
valuables. 
Saiyed Ahmad left Benaras on the 1st of April ii:>r -j 
accompanied by his two sons, Saiyed Mahmood and Saive,-
1. Hayat-e-Ja^aid, p.219. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
Hamid, alongwith Mirza Khudadad Beg and his old sexvam 
Chajju. The details of the account of his journey were ^dtei 
on published in the society newspaper and the Tah.it'^i 
Akhlaq. ^  
Saiyed Ahmad kept a record of his entire jourriey by 
noting down things of extra interest with his comments ivir 
future visitors. He also recorded new ideas which could bt.-
useful for him and India Interestingly, Saiyed Ahma l 
commented on the major differences between the social bind 
moral ideas of Asia and Europe. The presentaticjn was maoe in 
such a manner that hl^ description of all the wonders thtl 
he saw on his way to England could encourage his readers r^T 
p journey to England. 
Saiyed Ahmad's account of journey to England is a good 
example of enthusiasm, which, he showed and bears a procjf of 
reality which was in the auttior's heart. The account i.-, a 
testimony of his love and interest for liis niotheiiiril 
India.^ 
1. Tahzibul Akhlaq 1881, pp. 155-165, thereafter cited i'^ 
also Hayat-e~JaNaid, p.203. 
2. Hayat-e-JaNaid , p.203. Also see TA, 1881 
pp.160-165. 
3. Ibid., pp. 204-206. 
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The Saiyed's account of the journey to England wa_ 
started in a very interesting manner. TVie opponent of S'^iiy-i'i 
Ahmad with pre-dominantly narrow and orthodox outlook had a 
great objection to it. Their stiff resistance and complaint 
on the issue also reached the ears of Saiyed Ahmad. Th^ 
Saiyed stopped writing liis travel account with heavy heart 
depriving the posterity of some very useful informatioxi i ruiT 
his experiences and per.sonal observations. 
The Saiyed's aim in publishing the travel account wa^ 
to make his countrymen aware of the Englisti way of life 
Unfortunately the people took it otherwise. Ev«n then Saiyed 
Ahmad did not stop writing completely. Whenever he got 
opportunity he came out with his ideas as may be seen !"rr>ii' 
the letters written by him to iiis friends from London -^n-i 
most of them now re-produced m the Haktubat .^ 
On the Ibth October 1869, Saiyed Ahmad publisiied a .on^ .^  
article in the Scieritific St^ciety Gazette . It dt^ alt witi, th*-
events which took place during his first six months of stay 
in England. Saiyed Ahmad in this article has compared tiit-
progress of Europe with causes of decline of his country ana 
1. Hayat-e-Jaf^aid , p . 206 . Also see Maqtubat~--Si t =i i 
p.87. 
2. See Haktubat-e-Si t c-3iyea 
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has attempted to arouse his countrymen from their sluiiu^ -r 
He, however, soon made to realise that his article had ui uA>-
his people more angry. He sent another article 'An kvL^i^'iy 
from Saiyed Ahmad" followed by third one "A Petition Irom 
Saiyed Ahmad to his Countrymen". All these articles reveal 
the fact that how much oir oaiyed was concerned witli Ihe 
welfare of his countrymen. These articles made no den'. <n 
the outlook of the people for whom they were written Bit n 
doubt, they were a prelude to Saiyed Ahmad's future 
activities. 
Sir Saiyed's major aim of visit to England was to write 
book, to answer William Muir's derogatory book about the 
life of Prophet Muhammad whicli was later on to be trani^i iti-j 
into English. The idea behind this thought, was to cleni- th^ 
misunderstandings about Islam and the personality oi tt,^  
Prophet Muhammad. It was an attempt to remove i rurd 
Christians' mind the misconception of Islam and its Propiiet 
Not only that, it was to remove doubts about Islam fron the 
mind of Young Muslims who knew their religion only rhn u^ ,n 
the writings of the English people whose minds were 
conditioned with certain pre.judices. 
1. Hayat-e-JaMBid, p.213. 
2. Ibid. p.213. 
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Saiyed's journey Lo England had however, made its 
impact on the minds of sensible elements. In one ol hi.s 
letters Mohsin-ul-Mulk^ wrote to Haji Ismail Khan as 
follows: "Saiyed Ahmad went to England to see with his own 
eyes the nation which enjoyed prestige all over the world 
He visited England to see th« English people m their h met, 
and in their own country. Whatever Saiyed Ahmad saw ond 
observed there, he conveyed them to his own people m IndiM 
when he returned. It is a usual trend in India, that the 
visitors to England from this country go for sight seeing, 
visiting theatres, parks and the museums. But this exponent 
of Islam went there and sat down in the celebrated librarieii 
to write the Khutbat-i-Ahmadiya^ and vibit-id 
Nawab Mohsin-ul Hulk's real name was Mehdi All (IdJ/ 
1907). His geneology is traced from the Saiyed's ol 
Barha, whose one branch later shifted to Etawah. Hi.' 
father's name was Mir Zamin Ali. His family had d 
great respect and reputation in the area. The love and 
respect Saiyed Ahmad had for Mohsin-ul Mulk can be 
derived from letters to him which is preserved m 
Haktubat-e-Sir Saiyed. For details of Mohsin-ul-Mulk 
see Zuberi, Mohammad Amin, Officer-in-charge ot 
Historical Records, Govt, of Bhopal , Tazk i r ah-e-l-h'h^ n, 
Bhopal, 1935. 
The difficulties Saiyed Ahmad faced has been written m 
a letter to Mehdi Ali. See, Maktubat-e-Sir Saiyed p.jy 
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Colleges and Universities Mohsin-ul-Mulk praised J^ iiyid 
Ahmad and said that Saiyed's visit was for thf^  sake ut t.j-
people, he stayed there for the sake of his people:; nu'J 
returned for the sake of his people". 
Ill 
After spending one year and five months m England, oir 
Saiyed left for India, on 4th September 1870 He reat.titro 
Bombay on 2nd October 1870. From there he went immediately 
to Benaras to resume charge of his former position. He now 
started his work for which he had been gathering material 
i.e. promotion of modern education among Indians specially 
the Muslims. He however, faced two serious problems. I'lrst 
the Muslim religious prejudices and, second th':iir hatr<' I I' 
the modern education. Realising well, Saiyed Ahmad n-i.' 
already taken a daring initiative soon aftei- his cirriv t. m 
Hayat-e-JaMaid , p. 21b. It was the habit of ...aiyeu 
Ahmad that he never reacted to any criticism nor he 
wanted any criticism from his supporters. Letter to 
Mohsin-ul-Mulk is a proof of Saiyed's thought Jee 
Maktubat-e-Sir Saiyed, p 114. 
2. Hayat-e-JaNdio , pp. 1^  15 -1 b , Also see atar Ham 
Punjab, Saiyed Ahmad speech at Jallandhar, p.351 
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England through his articles to arouse a new sense ol 
consciousness among the Muslims. 
Sir Saiyed resolved to carry on his mission for thf 
reform and modernisation of the community. He h-tJ 
undoubtedly a heavy task. How he faced problems ever since 
the suppression of the Rebellion of 1857-58 m solving tht 
problem of the community may well be judged from his own 
speech which he delivered m June 1893-
"To achieve this heavy task I adopted the 
principle which in view was that the Muhammadans 
be attracted to pay needful attention to the 
English language and European sciences and 
literature. I commenced this task inl858, and 
there with spent a great portion of my life 
Various plans were adopted to gain the object ul 
these views. I started schools at Moradabad and 
Ghazipur, and established a Scientific Society at 
Aligarh. I delivered lectures in different cities, 
and suffered extreme austerities, exciting abnbe.<-. 
with threats of the life from my community, and I 
regret to say that I also bore cold hostility frun, 
some unfarsighted European authorities' 
1. Wayat-e-Jawaid , pp. 117-118. Also see Safar N^jme-
Punjab, p.351. 
2. NWP & Oudh Proceedings (hereafter cited NWP & 
O.Pr.), Education Department, Jan to June 1893, Fil, 
452, Progs. No.377. 
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Saiyed's newly foundtid journal "The MohammBdan . .I3J 
Reformer was aimed at, introducing reforms in th^ r 
community. He was, however, strongly opposed. Undaantfid, 
Saiyed Ahmad continued his efforts. To involve the community 
and perhaps to understand the mind of the community he 
initiated a debate through the columns of the Mohamm'-idana 
Social reformer. "what werti the causes winch kept- th-
Muhammadans aloof from receiving education of the Wf.-i-lerrj 
sciences and literature Saiyed Ahmad offered several 
prizes with the condition that the writing of these t-i^.^ay.-. 
was only open to Muhammadans. More than thirty essays wer^ 
written in the response. He set up a committee consistint; oi 
respectable persons including those who werti orthod J.X i ri 
their views to judge the merit of the articles Tht 
committee was named "The Committee for the better diffu.^ ioii 
and advancement of learning among Mohammadans of Indid ' 
The Committee met and lively discussions were held for thr^ -'-
days. Saiyed Ahmad very strongly supported the course ui 
modern education and at last succeeded in having a unanimous-
resolution for the proposed project of Saiyed Ahmad, to 
establish a College, for the education of the Muhammadar.-, ur. 
1. Ibid. 
western sciences and literature alongwith their religiou.-, 
training.'^ Thus, the Saiyed achieved a great success by 
persuading some of the leading persons to promote nudern 
education in the community. 
IV 
Saiyed Ahmad was riow in a better position to establi.sli 
modern educational institution for the Muslims m Indi-t Lv 
the time the Government's policy had also largely chang-^ d 
from hostility to patronage towards the Muslims. The .jaiyt; ! 
had a strong government support. Saiyed AVimad lioped that li-
would be ab]e to convince the Muslims tu estabJi.-,!i 
College without much delay, but the attitude oi tir 
community was still not favourable to his mission. Tfiousands 
of pamphlets were distributed in Allahabad, just a day 
before he reached there from Bombay demanding He, who would 
dine with Sir Saiyed or meet with him will cease to b^--
Musalman and expelled from Islam". 
Saiyed Ahmad in these circumstances considert-'l i' 
necessary to assess the Muslim opinion for launching ih-
1. Ibid. 
2. Hayat-e-JaNaid , p.621. 
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educational movement. He set up a committee knowrj as 
KhMastgarari-i-Tarsqqj-i-TaJim-i-MusalKsnari' on Dec. 26, i8'/'iJ. 
It consisted of enlightened Muslims. The committee firidlLy 
led to the foundation of the MAO College Aligarh"'- . At its 
•Benaras session of April l5th, 1872, the commit Lt-e 
Kht^astgar an-i-Tar aqq i-i-Tal iw-i-Husalmanan ' took th« 
decision to rename the committee as Muhammadan Anglo-
Oriental College Fund Committee, the KhazinatuI baza ' at -Ii 
Tasis-i~Hadrasat-al-HussalaariaTi. Saiyed Ahmad was decl-^ irt^ d 
as the Honarary Life Secretary. Therefore the committee was 
engaged in preparing the detailed plan for collection ut 
fund. 2 
Saiyed Ahmad introduced a subscription list, for the 
construction of the College. He started visiting differ-^nt 
parts of the country making requests for subscription 
through his speeches. Saiyed feared that some section '1 
the people including his opponent might consider hum 
untrustworthy and blame iiim of misappropriation of funds. 
The formation of the "College Fund Committee' was 
1. Ibid., p.415. 
2. Aligarh Institute Gazette, Feb. 2l3t, 1873. 
3. See Saiyed Ahamd's speeches in Safar-Name-e-Purijab 
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established only to ward off such nations and show that the 
fund was spent in no cause other than the MAO Colle^ge 
requirements. 
In the year 1872 by laws were framed for the Collc-t'^ -
Fund Committee. It dealt with that the accounts of mcomt-
and expenditure should be placed before the members. The 
Committee could by a majority decision, alter or frame new 
rules. Most of the subscribers did not know about the 
Committee. Saiyed Ahmad was enough to guarantee the 
expenditure of the money for the actual cause ^ 
The College Fund Committee held another meeting at 
Benaras on June 30, 1872, and decided to set up a series ol 
sub-committee all over India to raise subscriptions, tor the 
College. It agreed with Saiyed Ahmad that the most suitable 
place for the location of the College was Aligarh, owing ^o 
its 'geographical situation and sanitary advantages' ^ It 
was considered that Aligarh had no temptations ab L'e_ihi , 
Agra, Lucknow or Lahore had, at that time, which :<mld 
1. NWP & 0. Pr. , Education Department, Jan to June ldy.3 




attract the youngmen joining the College by remaining away 
from the supervision of their parents. Morever Aligarli LX-IUM 
a small place could provide adequate facility of Coilef^ v 
playgrounds so that the students could get 'pure and i-pen 
air' and continue an 'uninterrupted studies'. 
On February 5th, 1875, subscriptions to the Coilegf 
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Fund stood at Rupees two lakhs. The same year from Ilav 
24th, 1875, the MAO Sciiool began to function with an n;;-' 
of Rs.3 1/2 lakhs. 
Major donations were coming from the Muslims. Yet 
section of the community was still strongly opposed to the 
scheme of modern education of Saiyed Ahmad. Great opponeiitt 
of the proposed MAO College were Deputy Imdad All and M'^ ulvi 
All Baksh Khan, sub-judge of Gorakhpur.^ Their oppot:.i Li (_)n 
was based upon their personal differences with the 3aiye 1 
and it had nothing to do with the religious orthodoxy Ii 
Hali is to be believed, their opposition to Saiyed was, on 
the assumption that some big Englishmen were opposed to the 
establishment of the MAO College so Imdad All and baki^ n 
1. Home Deptt. Proceedings, March 1879, Education, Pari A 
2. Aligarh Institute u=i^ef-i:e, Feb. 10, IS?.*" 
3. Hayat-e-Jawaid , p. 622; 
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began to oppose, Saiyed Ahmad expecting possible favour from 
them. 
Another section of the Muslims, opposing Saiyed Alimad 
was apprehensive of Saiyed Alimad's religious aptitude. They 
thought that he would misguide the youths attending the MAO 
School from their religious beliefs and make them to wear 
English cloths. The most orthodox section of the Sunnib led 
by Maulvi Muhammad Qasim and Maulvi Muhammad Yaqub had 
serious objections that in the MAO School Shia's and Sunni^ 
were being taught together. Perhaps shocked over this narrow 
out look Saiyed Ahmad, much against his subdued nature 
reacted sharply and remarked tJiat the two Maulvis might quit 
India as the Shias lived in every part of the country He 
sarcastically proposed them to migrate to Mecca to ivoid 
contact with the Shias. Saiyed Ahmad, however, made it 'jlear 
t?iat it would be inevitable to avoid them even outside India 
as even in Mecca the Shias went to perform Haj and 7awar -* 
The determined opponents of Saiyed Ahmad attempted to 
use religion to stop the latter from his educational 
1 . I b i d . 
2 . Hussalanrio Ka Roshari Hustaqbil, p . 2 0 4 . 
3 . Aligarh Institute Gaztfite, F e b . 1 9 , 1 8 7 b . 
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mission. They sought the help of the ulema opposed to Saiyed 
Ahmad's views to issue fat^as to influence tlie Muslimb by 
not joining the educational movement of Saiyed Ahmad. Maulvi 
Imdad Ali took the lead. He obtained fatNas from the 
religious heads and scholars of Delhi, Rampur, Amroha, 
Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Bhopal and other places and 
declared that persons who were interested in the foundation 
of such a College were all heretics. Maulvi Ali Bakhsh even 
went to Mecca and Madina in 1873 only to obtain rat^as 
2 
against Sir Saiyed's proposed College. Maulvi Ali Bakhsh 
succeeded in his mission as four Muftis of Mecca is^ u-ivi 
fatwas that Saiyed Ahmad was heretic and satan.' 
It is however, interesting that the '-pponents of l^ aiyed 
Ahmad were denouncing him and his efforts to promote modern 
education through the establishment of the MAO College None 
of them directly opposed the acquisition of modern 
education. Interestingly this stand was quite against the 
fati^ah of Shah Abdul Aziz of Delhi who did not see any harm 
in the Muslims acquiring the modern education. 
1. Wayat-e-Jawazd , p.631. 
2. Ibid. 
3. For details see Ibid., pp.32-33 
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The school was started in the parade ground at tli-
Aligarh cantonment. The College Fund Committee applied for 
an unutilized 74 bighas of land from the government which 
was accepted. But the offLciating Collector of Aligarh, 
Montague in October, 1874 opposed the above proposal causirit-^  
difficulties to the College Fund Committee in implemenlatiun 
of its educational programme. Saiyed Ahmad approached tht^  
Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor, U.P. on Oct. 17, 187 4 
explaining the situation, the deal with the College I<un-i 
Committee had settled with Lawrence, the former Collector oi 
Aligarh. 
By now the College Fund Committee had already spi-jiit 
substantial amount. But the situation created by the 
Collector, Aligarh had practically put a check on the 
establishment of the proposed MAO School. Saiyed Ahmad thus 
appealed to the government for justice and fair play so tiiat 
the MAO School could be established. He also urged upon the 
government to honour the decision of Lawrence the lorrnei 
Collector Aligarh. To strengthen his arguments Saiyed Ahniau 
made it clear to the government that the proposed MAu 
School/College had a strong support of the loyal Mu^.llms 
such as the Nawab of Rampur who had agreed to grant a j^uir 
worth Rs. 30,000 besides his cash contribution of Ks.lb.e)00 
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Even Muslims from other provinces were also contributors to 
the College. 
Saiyed Ahmad's problem was considerably solved with the 
arrival of John Strachey as Lieutenant Governor of NWP John 
Strachey visited the site of the College in February, 1875. 
Saiyed Ahmad had a meeting with him. The Lt. Governor issued 
orders to the Collector Aligarh to handover the land to the 
College Fund Committee. •'• Thus the major hurdle created by an 
English bureaucrate who opposed the Saiyed Ahmad's policy 
was removed. 
The College Fund Committee on April 11, 1875, decided 
to establish a school for elementary education from June 
1875. Subsequently the posts for the recruitment of the 
teachers were advertised on April 30, 1875. Care was taken 
to appoint teachers for the instruction of Shia and Sunni 
Theology. May 22, 1875 was announced as the last date for 
admission. 
The MAO School thus started functioning from 1st June, 
1875 with eleven students on the rolls 6f the school and 
seven teachers appointed to the school one was Baijnath 
Prasad. Teachers of Sunni and Shia Theology were also 
1. Hussain Mushtaq (Edited), liakat ib-e-Si r Syed Aiimafi 
Khan, Lahore : Star Book Depot, n.d., pp.113-120, 
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appointed. The U.P. Government announced for grant-in-aid ot 
Rs.350 per month. The Nizam of Hyderabad granted a jagir ut 
Rs.90,000/- with a monthly income of Rs.200/- Sir Salar Jung 
announced Rs.30,000/- from his jagir yielding a monthly 
income of Rs.l00/-. In 1875 the school thus had a moderate 
annual income of Rs.5,42b/- Saiyed Ahmad now devoted his 
attention for the expansion of the school. He concentrated 
on the construction of buildings to provide room for thf-
proposed College. How he worked and supervised ihr-
construction with an eye on every minute details has been 
mentioned by Hall and Bhatnagar. 
The proposed College was also to provide residential 
facilities to the students. Saiyed Ahmad's visit to London 
largely helped him to plan the hostels for the students un 
the models of Oxford and Cambridge Colleges.'^ 
Saiyed Ahmad keen to influence the well to do section 
of Indians, acted with great skill and precision. He invited 
the Viceroy, Lord Lytton to lay down the foundation ot the 
MAO College on 8th January, 1877.-^ 
1. Hayat-e-JaNaid, p. 244. Also see History c-f the ilAJ 
College. 
2. Letter of Saiyed Ahmad Khan, Bhahadur, C o.l , 
Secretary to the Mohammadan Anglo Orientii College tund 
Committee at Aligarh to the officiating Secretary to 
the Govt, of India, Home Deptt., Home Deptt. Education, 
March, 1879, No.31-33 (Part A). 
3. Ibid. 
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The College received the financial support from th-j 
annual income collected by the College Fund Committee. Th-
Government of North Western Provinces was granting Rs b,000 
annually to the MAO College, His Highness, the Nizam, thi; 
late Maharaja of Patiala and His Highness, Rampur Nawab also 
supported the College. 
As regards the local support , the College had won th^ 
confidence of the local gentry which could be seen from th*-
list of the students enrolled m the College The Cd legi-
thus made a modest beginning with students enrolment t r<jiii 
both the communities - Hindus and Muslims belonging t(' 
various classes. 
Saiyed Ahmad controlled the affairs of tlie College with 
great care. It evoked the interest of some more leading 
persons of the community."^ From 1877 the College began t.. 
produce its students. For example four students quaiifie'l 
for the University entrance examination in 1877 i a 
1. Home Deptt. Proceedings, March 1879, Education, Part A. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Letter from Bernard, ESQ C.S.I. Officiating Secretary 
to the Govt, of India to the Secretary to the Bengal 
and to Secretary NWP and Oudh. Home Deptt 
Proceedings, March 1879; Education Part A No. 101-104 
dated. Fort William, the 17th March 1879. 
these Mahbub Ali Khan and Har Nam Singh are worth rnentKjniru' 
for their special achirtvemeiits. 
For the improvement in the health ot the stuoentb 
arrangements were made for open air games. The management 
committee provided with the services of Civil Surgeon tor 
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assisting the sick students. 
The College had a syllabi - of course keeping in view 
the need of the time as well as the likings oi the 
community. By 1879 tlie number of students in the Qui lege 
rose to 200. Of them 60 were boarders. The fees charged from 
a boarder ranged from Rs.4/- to Rs.8/- per month In 
addition the school fees was being charged separately 
(Rs.l/- to Rs.5/-) a month."^ 
1. See History of the ifAO College, p. 5b. 
2. Home Deptt Proceedings, March 1879, Education, l-.nl k 
3. The subject taught were: (1) Languages - EnglLsli, 
Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit; (2) Moral Sciences 
Logic, Rhetoric, Mental and Moral Philosophy and tiie 
Science of History (3) Natural Philosophy, Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences, and (4) Muhammadan Law, 
Jurisprudence and Theology. See History of the HAD 
Col lege, p.55. 
4. Home Deptt. Proceedings, March 1879, Education, Part a, 
No.31. 
In the beginning the MAO School College was subjected 
to routine inspections by the Educational authorities and 
they gave a satisfactory report with an optimism of 
improvement in future. 
To run the College smoothly, four different commit tees 
were appointed with separate duties given below: 
The first Committee was of Directors of Serniar 
Education which had the combination of European and Inciiar, 
gentlemen. 
The Second Committee of Directors was concentrating to 
Religious Instruction according to the Sunni tenets. 
The third Committee of Directors was confined to 
Religious Instructions according to Shia tenets. 
Lastly the Managing Committee, which dealt with th':; 
accounts of the College, and boarding house. It also looked 
after the matters of actual inspection and superintenden<je ^ 
1. ibiQ. Part.A, No.101-104. 
2. NWP & 0. Pr. , Education Deptt. Jan. to June, Itib.^ , 
File No.452. Progs No.377, S.No.l. 
As the College began to function, needs for its prupf^ r 
control through democratic methods were felt by many well 
wishers of the institutions. Consequently rules and 
regulations were framed and after an election the trustees 
of the College were assigned the; responsibility of College 
management by majority votes on 28th December 1899. 
The founder of the MAO College was also seized with the 
residential problems of the teachers of the College. By IJie 
time, greater portion of the College had been constructed, 
its boarding houses, bungalows for the European teaijl!---!-'. 
including the Principal, the Head Master of the school and 
the English Professors of the College had also been 
completed. Saiyed Ahmad to make the MAO College, a top 
ranking educational institution in the country, wished to 
employ as many European staff, but the finanmiil 
difficulties made it difficult to do so.^ 
Saiyed Ahmad was conscious of the fact that in the past 
subscriptions were raised by many members of his community 




Saiyed suggested that while the management of the Coliagt 
should be controlled by the Trustees of the College, an 
overall supervision over tiie use of funds be made by thv 
government. This was perhaps done to instill confidenc*^ 
among the subscribers that the money was being bpent 
properly. 
Thus accord.ing to Sir Saiyed's suggestion Rule 36, i art 
I of the Rule and Regulation, the College states that th<-i 
Trustees could select one or more than one patron foi- th-
College but in case the Government agrees to become I'atron 
then the rule was be amended and then none but L\n^ 
government of the North Western Provinces and Oudh would be-
the Patron of the College". 
The Budget and the Library Reports of the MAO Cull eg.-
of 1894-95, sent to the Director of Public Instruction, 
provides details of the progress made by the College Tiie 
College maintained a beautiful garden eleven lecture r'jom.-^, 
forty four pucca boarding houses and a liundred Kauticha 
boarding houses. Dinning Hall facility was provided at Saiar 
Manzil. Separate building for the Siddon Union Club was 




Professors. There was separate compound within the College 
with an old building for the school classes. There were to 
houses belonging to the institution outside the College 
precinct which were in good conditions after some repairt. 
In addition to these, construction work was in progress lux-
lecture rooms within the College campus under the name ol 
Jubilee Room, and one Asman Manzil, besides Lytton Library, 
Nizam Museum were also under construction . The College 
provided medical facilities to the students. A mosque for 
the students to offer prayers was also being constructed 
These buildings were thus under construction and were not 
till then complete. The Central Hall of the College was 
large and spacious and was termed as the Strachey Hall wati 
complete and only plastering etc. was to be completed The 
construction for a special boarding house inside the College 
compound had started for boys under twelve years. All these 
buildings were in in the proper possession of the Trustees 
and were kept in proper condition. 
The code of regulations for the Muhammadan Angl 
Oriental College accepted in the annual meeting held on the 
30th January 1890, that the Honorary Secretary shall have 
1. Report of the Budget for 1894-95 of the MAO College, 




the power at any time with his discretion to request tht.-
Trustees for appointing an Honorary Asstt. Secretary to 
discharge, as sub-ordinate of the Secretary with hi^ 
instructions. The proposal for the selection of 3yed 
Mohamed Ahmad Khan as the first Honorary Asstt. Secretary 
was made. 
By 1884, the efforts of Saiyed Ahmad began to show 
result, to his great satisfaction. One of the factors which 
prompted him to convince an educational modernization ol tht^  
Muslims, may well by understood from his own words: 
"It can be thus illustrated, suppose there are two 
brothers, one of whom is quite vigorous and 
healthy while the other is ill and is decaying 
then it will be the duty of his other brother to 
help him towards his recovery. This was the 
thought which led me to the foundation or MAu 
College. But I am happy to be able to say that 
both brothers receive the same instruction in that 
College"-^ . 
It will be seen that Sir Saiyed had no prejudices 
against any community, while he was making efforts to uplift 
the Muslims from back-wardness, he was providing similar 
incentives to the non-Muslims. Under his ste-wardship the 
school progressed and became a college in 1877. 
1. Reply to Saiyed to the Address, To the Indian 
Association, Lahore 9th Feb. 1884. Sat'ar Nam^-e 
Punjab, p.224. Also see Report of the Taraqqi JaliiK 
Haderssa-e-U2Iott Hussalaan-HaqqNa, Aligarh, year 1895 
96, p.1-2. 
CHAPTER III 
BECK'S IMPACT ON SIR SAIYED AND THE MAO COLLEGE 
In January 1877, H.G.I. Siddons, the Headmaster ot ttu-
MAO School was raised as t?ie fir.st principal of the Coliegti 
Siddon had a good reputation as an educationist. Tlie 
statement of Deighton, the Principal of Agra College, in 
this regard, indicates the high standard of efficiency lield 
by Siddon, "Mr.Siddon is far too good a man to lose, being 
both intellectually and socially much above the mark ot Head 
Masters in government schools". 
Siddon was a simple Englishman with typical 
bureaucratic attitude. He generally kept himself away from 
the Indians. He seldom mixed up with the students of the 
institution and the Indian staff which his successors did 
later. Nevertheless, he was keen to maintain high standards 
of the College and supervised the teaching with great 
2 attention. 
Saiyed Ahmad had a good opinion of him, "Mr. Siddon lii 
whole heartedly devoted to the welfare of the College and 
the students". Siddon had introduced two prizes for the 
students of MAO College m 1881, from his own resources Une 
was for "good conduct and the second was for 'regular 
1. Mr. Deighton's letter of 1st June 1875 is preserved m 
the Aligarh Archieves (AA) 
2. Aligarh Indstitute Gazette, Feb 17, 1880. 
attendance". Siddon also emphasised on the improvement of 
speaking English in a correct way with correct 
pronunciation. 
Siddon, however, could not face the summer of India for 
long and his Vieaith began to deteriorate. He resigned on May 
5th, 1883. He was relieved in February, 1884, on his own 
request when a suitable successor to him was found. 
Theodore Beck joined as the Principal on 1st February, 
1884 after the departure of Siddon. Theodore Beck had 
completed his education from Trinity College, Cambridge. As 
a student he had been quite active and had been the 
President of the Cambridge Union. He also worked as a member 
of the country council of London. Unlike Siddon, Beck had a 
different personality. He was keen to preserve the Imperial 
interest in India. How he felt about India may well be 
judged from his speech soon after his appointment as 
Principal of MAO College: 
"The Parliamentary system in India is most 
unsuited and the experiment would prove futile if 
representative institution is introduced. The 
Muslims will be under the majority opinion of the 
Hindus, a thing which will be highly resented by 
Muslims, and which I am sure, they will not accept 
quietly.' 
1. Noman Ahmad, Muslim India, Aligarh, 1941, p. b2. 
(hereafter cited Muslim Iridia). 
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It may be recalled that the educated Indians througn 
various Associations were demanding for Representative-
Councils. The demand had assumed new dimensions ever binot-
the passage of the Council Act of 1861. Beck's reference to 
the Parliamentary system in India was clearly a rejection of 
the popular demand of the Indians. Moreover,the change in 
Goverximent Policy towards Indian Muslims from 1871 is too 
well known to be repeated here. Beck's emphasis of 'majority 
opinion of the Hindus.... will be highly resented by 
Muslims...." in fact was based upon the Imperialist formula 
of "Divide arid rule". Now the man, with his clear cut 
political notions was to head the MAO College, which had 
begun to attract a select Muslim group of students, mostly 
from upper classes. 
Here it may be pointed out that the National 
consciousness among the Indian was still in its primitive 
stage. Only a few educated Indians were trying to mfube 
nationalism among the Indians. The contribution of Theodore 
Beck towards MAO College has been dealt in detail by his 
immediate successor, Morrison in a speech delivered at the 
death of Beck, who had joined MAO College when he was only a 
young man of twenty four years. Morrison says that in tncl 
Beck at that time lacked any experience regarding India ii-i, 
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however, assumed his new responsibility as the Principal ot 
MAO College with its complex problems. 
The expectation from Beck was that he should be able tc 
bring 'a distinctive tone' and find for the College 'a set 
of traditions' which no doubt Beck had tried to fulfil. 
With the rare enthusiasm, Beck started the work assigned to 
him. Undoubtedly Beck had to face some difficulties and 
discouragements. At that time tlie situations were such that 
any person other than Beck would probably had preferred to 
resign without fulfilment of the real ambitions. The policy 
which Beck had adopted with the students of the College was 
very liberal compared to his predecessor. Beck usually went 
for the evening walk with the senior students of the 
College. He visited the boarding houses regularly and 
preferred taking his food with the students in the dining 
hall of the College. •'• Beck used to visit sick students 
personally and he arranged food for such students from Ins 
own kitchen. Beck also took active part in helping the needy 
students from his personal resources with a good example of 
1. The MAO College Magazine, Dec. 15th, 1899, No.16, New 
Series, Vol.VII, p.10. 
2. Ibid., p.11. 
3. Ibid. 
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generosity and high thinking which was bound to earn great 
respect and regard from the students and teachers of the 
College. These were the reasons which raised the popularity 
of Beck among the students and he won their affection and 
regards in a very short span of time.*' 
Beck, as Principal, tried to numerically increase and 
improve the percentage of the Muslims in the MAO College It 
was under Beck's guidance that the College assumed its 
distinct "Mohammadan character". When Beck joined as 
Principal (1883) the number of Mohammadans in the MAO 
College was lower than the students of the majority 
conununity. The number of Muslim students receiving education 
in the M.C. College, Allahabad and the Canning College, 
Lucknow was much more than at Aligarh. 
Since Beck was set to promote imperial interest, lie 
preferred to attract Muslim students to Aligarh so that 
they, after completion of education, could be used for the 
Raj. In Aligarh, Beck's mode of working was to infuse as 
much loyalism as could be possible to the Muslim students 
1. A donation of Rs.500/- at the demise of a student of the 
College for putting a tablet in his memory at the Strachey 
Hall being constructed at that time. See Article 
published in the HAOCH, 1953. 
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through personal contact with them. Consequently, due to his 
efforts the position began to change and Muslim student.-
began to join the MAO College in large number.-^ 
Beck had contributed to the MAO College policy by 
creating a set of traditions which had in fact affected the 
students who were present there during the tenure of 
Theodore Beck. He brought reforms in the internal 
administration of the Boarding Houses. The guardianship of 
Beck also brought honours to sports in Aligarh. The College 
became unrivalled in India as far as the athletic talents 
were concerned. Even in the last days of his life Beck's 
contribution to the MAO College was quite valuable as the 
College was suffering from the financial crisis. Beck 
introduced reforms in the financial system of the Coliegt; 
which had deteriorated after the death of Saiyed Ahmad. He 
had also found that the finances of the boarding houses was 
in a mess, he made constant efforts for two years and 
brought the crisis under control. Thus he introduced 
1. Principal's report year of MAO College says in the 
graduation examination 30 Mohammadan students passed of 
whom 21 were the students of MAO College. See 
Principal's Report Published in MAOCM, July 15th, 1900, 
p.170. 
2. Report of the Principal, HAOCM, July 15th, 1900, p.170. 
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scientific system in the College financial affairs with 
considerable control and economy. 
Beck also paid attention to impart technical knowledge 
to the students of MAO College, which Saiyed Ahmad had 
2 
perhaps missed. 
Beck had joined the MAO College with a prior agreements 
with the Management of the College with certain conditions. 
The main condition between Beck and the management of the 
College was that the Principal would have no official 
dealings with the public, which was exclusively the 
privilege of the Managing Committee. Secondly the Principal 
should have no concern with the budget and the finance ut 
the College. He should not exercise any authority over tne 
management of the boarding houses and the resident of the 
students. The Principal should be chief within the College 
as far as the discipline was concerned, but he should be 
subject to the general directions of the Managing Committeti 
and the Committee on secular education. 
Though Beck's tenure started with much restrictions 
regarding his power and he joined as a Principal but the 
circumstances brought changes in his authority. 
1. Ibid. , pp.170-171. 
2. Ibid. 
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Saiyed Ahmad and Beck, no doubt were men of individual 
ideas and distinct individuality. It is why Arther Strachey, 
Chief Justice, N.W.P. on the occasion of Beck's demise 
praised him as a person who had singleness of purpose. . 
with a strong idea in his mind and spirit of devotion for 
the welfare of the Mohammadan community." 
Here it may be kept in mind that Arther Strachey was 
also an imperialist and his views largely represent the 
empirical thinking. Undoubtedly Beck's interest in the 
affairs of MAO College was not solely guided by his zeal and 
enthusiasm for the betterment of the Muslim community. As 
the situation indicates, his keen interest in the affairs of 
MAO College or for the Muslim community was in reality 
serving largely the imperialistic interest. Nevertheless, 
the interest of Beck, did a lot to the Muslim community 
connected with the MAO College, and Beck deserves all credit 
for this. Here it may further be pointed out that while Beck 
was taking all interest in the affairs of MAO College, it 
was quite in consonance with the likings of Saiyed Ahmad 
The Saiyed and Beck had a common interest for the welfare of 
the College. Saiyed's loyalism to the British Raj was no 
secret as he was convinced, like many Moderates of the 
period, that the interest of the community can only be 
n? 
served with maintaining a link wit?i the Government. Beck, 
fully aware of Saiyed's views, very intelligently moved to 
serve his national interest through the MAO College. 
II 
Some of the modern historians both Indians and noii 
Indians give two different views. First that Saiyed Ahmad, 
though a farsighted man was under the g'^ eat influence oi 
Theodore Beck after his arrival. They say that Sir Saiyed'e, 
independent approach towards Politics changed from 1884 He 
largely followed Beck. In fact the origin of this is derivcu 
from Tufail Ahmad' s book llusalmaTiOTi-ka-Roushan Hustaqbil ' 
Tufail Ahmad was one of the contemporaries of Saiyed Ahmad 
Shibli another companion of Saiyed Ahmad strongly remained 
silent as long as the latter was alive. Soon after the 
Saiyed's death he also began to say that the Saiyed Ahmad 
was under the influence of Beck. Shibli's biographer, 
however asserts that in political issues, Saiyed Ahmad and 
Shibli had been poles apart, while Shibli supportea tlie 
Congress, the Saiyed opposed the Congress. 
1. For details see Hussalwano -ka-Roshari Hustaqbi 1 , p. 323. 
2. Hayat-i-Shibli, p.297. 
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The view, that Saiyed Ahmad was undej. Beck's influernjc 
largely gained ground after the establishment of the 
Congress. Saiyed Ahmad began to oppose the Congress from 
1887. Beck was also opposing the Congress and warning the 
Muslims to keep themselves away from the policies of th<-
n 
Congress. Saiyed's opposition to the Congress wa^ to 
provide a non-controversial, peaceful and congenial 
atmosphere at the MAO College for education. Beck's interest 
was too well known to be repeated here. Men like Shibli came 
to the conclusion that it was due to Beck's influence that 
Saiyed Ahmad was opposing the Congress. 
Beck's policy towards the MAO College which dominated, 
and this policy, according to Shibli, was not useful to the 
Muslims. Shibli's biographer thus tells us that though lie 
had remained in the College for 16 years but on politics he 
had an opposite views from Saiyed Ahmad and disagreed tr^  
Saiyed Ahmad's opposition to the Congress . 
1. See Saiyed Ahmad speech at Lucknow, Arinexure 11, 
2. See Letter of Beck to Badruddin Tyabji, May 10, 1888, 
MAO College, Aligarh. Badruddin Tyabji Private Papers 
Collection, available in MF at NAI. (hereafter cited 
Tyabji Papers ) . 
3. Hayat Shibli, pp.296~97. 
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On the other liand Ram Gopal, S.K. Bhatnagar, U \\ 
Sherwani and the Cambridge School historian Robina'.n 
repudiate that Saiyed Ahmad was under the influence ol 
Beck.^ 
The opinion of Mehta and Patwardhan regarding the 
influence of Beck on Saiyed Ahmad was: 'Beck assiduously 
tried to wean Sir Syed away from Nationalism to transfer hib 
political attachment from the British liberal's to the 
conservatives and to evoke m him entliusiasm fcr a 
rapprochement between the Muslims and the Government " 
Dr.Rajendra Prasad endorses the above vie^. 
1. For details Indian Huslims-A Political Hisi>try, pj. /^ 
74, The Hisotry of HAO College, pp. 89-90, '^epar ut 2 ^ m 
Among Indian Muslims, p.17. 
2. A Mehta and A. Patwardhan, The Communal Triangle n 
India, Allahabad, 1942, pp.23-24. Also see Pandey, 
B.N., The Break up of British India, London, 1969, p.b0 
3. Rajendra Prasad says 'some officials looked upon the 
Congress movement as a revolutionary movement and he 
(Sir Saiyed) could not help being influenced by the 
idea which was impressed upon him, particularly by 
Mr.Beck that the education of Musalmans had not yet 
reached a stage when they could be trusted to confine 
themselves to constitutional agitation and that if they 
were roused, they might once again express this 
discontent m the way it had been done m 1857 and he 
was fully convinced that their participation m 
political agitation would be to their detainment, see 
Prasad, Rajendra,/r/dia Divided, Delhi, 198b, 
p.96.(hereafter cited India Divided). 
On the other hand, some of the modern historians-
Indians as well as non-Indians held the view that Saiyed 
Ahmad was not working under the influence of Beck. It woula 
be quite relevant to cite here briefly their individual 
arguments which throws light on the personalities of oii 
Saiyed and Beck. For example. Ram Gopal is of the view that 
Saiyed Ahmad and Beck 'complemented and supplemented' eacli 
other. He, however, clarifies that from the above statement 
it would be wrong to conclude that BeGk;s spell was (jn 
Saiyed Ahmad. 'It was Sir Syed;s deep rooted loyalty to the 
British which justified his vehement opposition to the 
Congress'. 
Bhatnagar agrees that there was a close relationship 
between Saiyed Ahmad and Beck and they 'worked in ciose 
association'. He, however, contends that regarding the 
political matters they had different objectives. Saiyed 
Ahmad strongly opposed the agitational methods adopted by 
the Indian National Congress and considered it harmful to 
the Muslims. Bhatnagar thus says that it is wrong to assume 
Sir Saiyed's opposition to the Congress . was after the 
arrival of Beck and owing to his influence. It was Sir 
1. Indian Muslims - A Pol i t ical Hist(>ry, pp.72-71 
2. History of the MAO College, pp.80-90. 
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Saiyed's own judgement which synchronized with the arrival 
of Beck.-*-
Similarly F. Robinson, says that on a :Labc 
examination for the writings and activities of Syed Ahmad 
and his circle it appears that there was no such sudden 
change" in him.^ 
Ill 
It may be argued that the interpretation of the modern 
historians in regard to Beck's influence on Saiyed Ahmad is 
hardly tenable in view of Vilayat Husain's testimony which 
provides an insight into the episode. Mir Vilayat Husam wab 
a student of third year when S.N. Banerjee addressed a 
meeting at the Aligarh Institute Hall. S.r Saiyed presided 
over the meeting. Banerjee's speech centered round tht-
problem of restoration of age limit for I.C.S. examination 
appealing to all educated Indians to fight for this gros.^  
injustice. He also suggested to all Indians to raist- -i 
National Fund to use it for sending any complaint oi 
delegation to the Government. Banerjee vehemently denounced 
the British policy of exploitation. Banerjee's speech was 
1. Ibid . 
2. Separatism among ludian Muslims , p.117. 
67 
so absorbing that for three hours he kept the audience spell 
bound. Beck was also present and after the conclusion of 
Banerjee's speec?i he was full of appreciation and said that 
he spoke like a veteran British Parliamentarian. 
Vilayat Husain, however, categorically says that the 
speech of Banerjee alarmed Beck and he thought if the people 
of North India would come under the influence of the ideas 
of Banerjee, it would be disastrous to the Raj as the region 
was inhabited by the martial races. He, therefore, resolved 
to keep North India free from the Bengali influence by ail 
means. Here Vilayat Husain's statement in noteworthy, 
whenever he (Beck) met a Sarwani Pathan, he used to say, 
"The Sarwani Pathans are brave people, will you tolerate 
that a coward Bengali Collector or Judge should rule over 
you." They used to answer 'no'. Beck then used to say that 
if the Civil Services Examinations were held in India, then 
same thing would happen. "Your offsprings are not competent 
enough to compete in the Civil Service Examinations'. Only 
the sons of the Bengalis would succeed in the Civil Services 
Examination and would rule over you as Judge and 
Collectors. Beck also talked in the same way with 
1. Ap Biti, Vilayat Hussain, Aligarh, ly70, pp.4S-4d 
(hereafter cited Ap Biti } . 
fi8 
the Raja of Mursan.^ Thus he was trying to keep both Hindus 
2 
and Muslims away from the Bengalis' influence . 
Sir Saiyed had been the editor of the Aligarh Institute 
Gazette till his last days of life. However, owing to old 
age and excessive engagements in College affairs he used to 
write occasionally for the Institute Gazette. Therefore, the 
condition of the Institute Gazette was not good. Mr. Beck 
was fond of writing articles and delivering speeches. He 
wished to take active part in politics after hearing the 
speech of Surender Nath Banerjee in the Institute Haii, 
Aligarh with the intention to fight against the Bengalis' 
influence. He had till then no access to Pioneer and other 
big news papers. Therefore, he requested Sir Saiyed tu 
entrust the responsibility of the Institute Gazette to 
improve its condition. Sir Saiyed agreed to this as he had 
no time to look after it. Beck began to write articles and 
editorials against the Bengalis and the movement in the 
Institute Gazette which was attributed to Sir Saiyed and 
1. Mursan records the zamindari rights of Tikam Singh Jat, 
son of Bhup Singh Jat in 1883, See for details, Siddiqi, 
J.M. , Aligarh District: A Historical Survey, Delhi, 
1981, pp.211-12. 
2. Ap Biti, p.49. 
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the Bengalis began to malign him. Therefore, a dispute witli 
the Bengalis started openly. 
It may be pointed out that Vilayat Husain, a young 
associate of Sir Saiyed wrote about Beck's influence in 1935 
i.e. about 50 years of the actual happenings. A critical 
study of the above statement, however, makes one to ponder 
over the testimony of Mir Vilayat Husain. Mir Sahib makes 
three specific statements: 
(i) Beck was fond of writing articles and delivering 
speeches against the Bengalis. 
(ii) He wished to take part in active politics after having 
the speeches of Banerjee. 
(iii) He had till then no access to Pioneer and other 
big newspapers. 
So far as Beck's interest in journalism is concerned we 
are not going to argue it here. It is, however, unthinkable 
1. Vilayat Husain's article in conference gazette, Aligarh, 
Nov. 1935, cited in Htissalmano Ka Roshan Hust^qbi 2 
p.280. Also see Hafiz Malik's article published in 
Modern Asian Studies, 4, 2 (1970), pp.141-142. 
that Beck could require any influence to use the columns of 
Pioneer or Anglo Indian papers with a declared pro-British 
policy. So far as, Beck's political aspirations were 
concerned, it was not a secret, as he had already declared 
his intentions much before his arrival in India. 
It is, however, difficult at this stage to discern that 
how many articles were written by Beck in the Institute 
Gazette. Since, we know that Sir Saiyed had a very strong 
feeling against the political participation of Muslims, 
there is no reason to say that whatever was published in the 
Institute Gazette was written by Beck and not by the Saiyed. 
Sir Saiyed, however, had his own opinion in his speech 
delivered at Lucknow on 12th January 1883, much before the 
arrival of Beck-part of which is reproduced below: 
"I am convinced that no part of India has yet arrived 
at a stage when the system of representation can be adopted 
in its fullest application, even in regard to local affairs. 
India, a continent in itself is inhabited by a vast 
population of different races and different creeds, the 
rigidity of religious institutions has kept even neighbours 
apart, the system of caste is still dominant and powerful 
One section may be numerically larger than the other, and 
the standard of enlightenment which one section of the 
community has reached may be far higher than that attained 
1. Beck's Speech, London, For details see Muslim India 
p.52. 
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by the rest of the population One community may be tully 
alive to the importance of securing representation on the 
local boards and the district councils, while the other may 
be wholly indifferent to such matters... The system ot 
representative by election means the representation of the 
views and interest of only the majority of the population 
The above speech proves beyond doubt that Sir Saiyed 
had his own judgement m politics His main concern was to 
see that the Muslim receive modern education and maintain a 
close relationship with the British ruling elites in India 
Beck, a very intelligent and shrewd person fully realising 
Sir Saiyed's point of view, began to work on the same lines 
with, of course promoting and protecting the imperial 
interest. It would not be out of place to cite him how he 
was educating the Muslim students in the MAO College- Our 
work is something more than the education of a few 
youths.... we are all under the solemn duty to support the 
Empire.... it should be our aim to cultivate a tone of 
mind which smooths the way between Englishman and Native, 
and not a tone of mind which makes all opposed to England . 
1. Speech made in the Imperial Legislative Council on the 
Central Provinces Local self-govt. Bill,12th Jan 1883 
For details see Gujrati, Muhammad Imamuddin (Ed ), 
Hukammal Hajnua lectures wa Ispeech, Lucknow 1900, 
pp.144, (hereafter cited Hajmua lectures ) 
2. Emphasis added by me 
3. Speech delivered at the reception of Khwaja Syed 
Muhammad Hassan Bahadur,Chief Minister of Patiala, 
Aligarh Institute Gazette, 23rd March, 1886. 
7? 
In an other speech he further elaborated his view points 
"This College (MAO) hence has special objects in 
view, not only educational but social and 
political, which distinguishes it from Colleges 
that have no object beyond education. One of the 
political aims of the College is to bring about a 
good understanding between the English and the 
Mohammadan people.... It is this good feeling 
which is the object of this College to cultivate 
If good feeling can be established the most 
serious political difficulties will disappear 
It would be seen that here Beck was simply repeating 
Sir Saiyed's views of good understanding between the English 
and the Muslims. It would be too much to say that it was 
Beck who influenced Sir Saiyed. What we may conclude from 
the existing evidence is that Sir Saiyed had his own 
decision in politics which Beck made stronger after Ins 
arrival owing to his keen interest in the educational 
activities at the MAO College and by persuading the College 
students to the path of British loyalism to which the Saiyed 
was not opposed. 
The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 11th Sept. 1886 (Speech 
before the joint meeting of the members of the committee 
of Directors of Instruction in various languages and 
secular learning, the College Fund and Managing 
Committee of MAO on 23rd Aug. 1886). 
CHAPTER IV 
SIR SAIYED AND THE NATIONAL POLITICS (1885-1898) 
Saiyed Ahmad had a deep interest in the historical past 
of India. Being a resident of Delhi, he witnessed from his 
very childhood, the multitude of historical monuments in and 
around the city. Many of them were in decay due to neglect. 
Saiyed Ahmad found an opportunity when he was posted at 
Delhi as Munsif to make researches on the historical 
monuments and write a book to preserve the historical past 
for the posterity. It was a gigantic work. It required a lot 
of time, energy and money. Sir Saiyed could devote much of 
his time and energy, but he had not adequate money. Of the 
one hundred rupees which he received' in salary, he had to 
maintains nis entire ramily. In fact the house-hold affairs 
were in the charge of his mother who controlled the purse. 
The Saiyed received only Rs. 5/- for his pocket expenses. He 
had no other income. 
Against all difficulties Saiyed Ahmad decided to 
devote his time for researches on the monuments and other 
historical structure in Delhi with much enthusiam and 
devotion. He spent his holidays outside the city in the 
study of the monuments. Maulana Imam Bkash Sahbai, one of 
Saiyed Ahmad's close friends usually accompanied him on such 
Hayate-JaNaid, p.114. 
7^ 
occasions. It was no doubt a very difficult task for the 
Saiyed. Hali says that most of these monuments had fallen 
and were in ruins. Many of the inscriptions^on the buildings 
were illegible and scripts were difficult to read. Many 
large buildings were completely destroyed by the ravages of 
time. Saiyed .Ahmad undauntedly went on to pursue his work 
and wrote a detailed account of about 125 historical 
2 buildings. It was very difficult for Saiyed Ahmad to read 
some of the inscriptions of the Qutub Minar from top to 
bottom. For obtaining a correct reading of the inscription 
Saiyed Ahmad used to sit in a basket and copied it by 
lowering himself in stages from top to bottom to the great 
abhorrence of his colleague Maulana Imam Bkash Sahbai.'^ 
In this way Sir Saiyed made a comprehensive research on 
the historical buildings of Delhi which was 1st published in 
1847 under the title 'Asar-us-Sanadid' and was widely 
acknowledged. Later on the 'Asar-us-Sanadid was translated 
into French by renowend orientalist Garden de Tassy of the 
Royal Asiatic Society of England in recognition of his work 
Saiyed Ahmad's interest was not confined to the 
historical monuments. 'Asar-us-Sanadid' seems to have 
1. Ibid., p.115. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., pp.115.16 
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attracted attention of many towards Sir Saiyed's deep 
interest in history. One of the big trader of Delhi Haji 
Qutbuddin requested the Saiyed to edit the Ain-i-Akbari' 
agreeing to pay Rs. 1600/- for his labour and to meet the 
expenses of the publication. Thus the Saiyed edited the Ain-
i-Akbsri\ after collating with other manuscripts. It was 
indeed-, a great5^ .»i!feL2?k. Sir Saiyed may be credited for 
providing a^ large number of illustrations of various 
equipment of war, household, ornaments etc., which were in 
use during the Mughal period. 
John Stratchey, Collector of Moradabad assigned the 
famine relifef work to Saiyed Ahmad Khan in 1860. Sir Saiyed 
shoulaered this responsibility with great credit and left an 
indelible mark of his dedication and service to the 
humanity. »Raja Jai Kishan who knew Saiyed Ahmad earlier 
through *the 'Loyal Hohammadans of India', considered him a 
first rate communalist who always cried for the Muslim 
Community^. "^  In the famine relief camp at Moradabad, Raja Jai 
Kishan came into personal contact of Sir Saiyed. He realised 
that the Saiyed was altogether a different man and was 
engaged in serving the famine affected people irrespective 
of their religion and creed. It made him to conclude that he 
1. Ibid., p.122. 
2. Ibid., p.161. 
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was a man of purity. It was that day, that Jai Kishan 
changed his mind and became a close friend of Saiyed Ahmad. 
The preceding lines which have often been repeated by 
the Saiyed's protoganists and his opponents have been 
repeated only to understand that how the mind of the people 
could be polluted through the Saiyed's championing the cause 
of the Muslims. It may be recalled that Raja Jai Kishan's 
experience was of 1860 - i.e. 25 years earlier to the 
foundation of the Indian National Congress. After the 
establishment of the Congress - Saiyed Ahmad emerges as a 
strong critic of the congress as we may see in section II of 
this chapter. 
' However, it is much surprising that the modern 
historian are fairly divided over Saiyed's views on Hindus 
and India. interestingly most of them largely base their 
arguments on Sir Saiyed's writings. For example R.C. 
Majumdar says that "it is not easy to form a clear idea of 
Saiyed Ahmad's attitude towards the Hindus and their 
advanced political ideals"'. Majumdar feels on the basis of 
Saiyed's speeches and early utterances of 1884 at Gurdaspur 
Ibid. , p.162 
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where he said, " Do you not inhabit to one and the 
same nation".^ Majumdar praises Saiyed Ahmad's speech 
relating to the Hindu Muslim unity for which he has cited 
Saiyed Ahmad's speech in Punjab before a Hindu audience that 
every inhabitant of Hindustan was a Hindu and emphasised "I 
am therefore sorry that you do not regard me a Hindu" 
Majumdar, however, attempts to impress upon his readers that 
the Saiyed from 1858 thought that the Hindus and Muslims 
were two nations. To support this he quotes Saiyed's 
arguments from the 'Causes of the Rebellion of India', that 
it was a mistake of the British to allow the Hindus and 
Muslims the antagonist nations in one regiments promoting 
the sense of brotherhood between them and hence the 
Rebellion."^ 
Majumdar then comes to Saiyed's speech at Meerut on 
16th March, 1888 that Hindus and Muslims were not only two 
nations but also two 'warring nations' who could not lead a 
Safer Name-e-Punjab, p.132. Also quoted in Eminent 
Mussalaans, p.32. 
Majumdar. R.C., British Paramountcy and Indian 
Renaissance, Vol.X, Part II, p.308. (hereafter cited 
British Paramountcy and Indian Renaissance), Also see 
India Divided, p.99. 
British Paramountcy and Indian Renaissance, p.308. Also 
see for details Risala Asbab-e-Baghat-iat—i-Hind, 
Supplement No.3, quoted in Wayat-e-Jawaid, p. 926 
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common political life if ever the British left India. 
Surprisingly, in Saiyed's speech, no where appears the 
phrase of the 'warring nations'. In the speech, Sir Saiyed 
however, defines Hindus and Muslims as two different nations 
which according to his own interpretation could not work 
together. Hence, he considered that the continuance of 
3 
British rule was essential. 
Ironically years afterwards V.D. Savarkar in 1937 also 
talked in the same tone: 
"India cannot be assumed to day to be a unitarian 
and homogenous nation, but on the contrary there 
are two nations in the main, the Hindus and the 
Muslims. There are two antagonist nations are 
living side by side in India"'.* 
Majumdar's expression of 'warring nations' 
surrepticiously changes the whole meaning of Saiyed's 
1. British Paramountcy and Indiari Renaissance , p. 308. 
2. Speech at Lucknow, Annexure II. Also see Eyolution of 
India & Pakistan, pp.188-89 
3. Ibid. 
Savarkar's Presidential Address to the Hindu Mahasabha 
Session held at Ahmedabad, 1937, For details see Tara 
Chand, History of Freedom Hoi^ement in India, Vol IV 
New Delhi, 1972, p.317. 
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speech. This speech has been translated in full by Zaidi. 
Though this translation also lacks in spirit and tone of 
Saiyed's speech, yet it is quite clear. In order to 
understand the speech of Saiyed, one must read it in detail 
while referring to Hindu - Muslim relations, is based on 
many suppositions and then concludes saying that the stay of 
2 
the English is essential to maintain peace in India. 
Saiyed's arguments require a detailed discussion in the 
light of the political milieu of the period. Nevertheless, 
Sir Saiyed's love for India, its heritage and its people was 
too deep. Earlier we have referred to his monumental 
archaeological work. 'Asar-us-Sanadid' which provides a 
living example of this. 
Following Majumdar and Savarkar, another modern 
historian also suggests that Sir Saiyed's opposition to the 
Indian National Congress, 'drew a wedge between the Hindus 
and Muslims'. Such argument tacitly suggest that Congress 
1. Zaidi, A.M., Evolution of Muslim Political Thought in 
Indiaf Vol.I, from Syed to the emergence of Jinnah, 
pp.47-61. (hereafter cited Evolution of Muslim 
Political Thought in India). 
2. Annexure-I, Saiyed's speech in original. 
3. For details see Jain, M.S., The Aligarh Movement , Agra 
1965, pp.16-23 (hereafter cited The Aligarh Movement ) . 
was a Hindu organization which is not a fact. Moreover, 
Saiyed's opposition to the Congress was not on the ground 
that it was a Hindu organisation. His main attack on the 
Congress was that it was dominated by Bengalis. In his 
speech endorsing the view, the Saiyed attempts to disuade 
the Hindus not to join the Congress on the ground that it 
was run by the Bengali Hindus. Interestingly while Saiyed's 
speeches were gradually and frequently referred to the 
welfare of Hindus and Muslims; according to his own belief 
and thought, he continued to emphasise on the unity between 
the two communities. Jain argues that Saiyed Ahmad was 
first and foremost a Musalman who differed from the Indian's 
point of view. He did not side with Indian nationalism 
because, nationalism feeds itself on past memories; and the 
past memories of the Muslims were more concerned with Islam 
than with India. Jain's arguments however, do not appear to 
be convincing as, Sir Saiyed, had an intense love for 
India, its culture and people as is evident from his work 
1. See Meerut speech Annexure I. 
2. Ibid. 
3 . Ibid. 
4. See The Aligarh Movemerit , p . 123 
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Asar-us-Sanadxd and speeches, its rivers and culture. Jain 
further argues 'Sir Sayyied Ahmad thought of Muslim interest 
alone, could not have agreed to the demands of the National 
Congress for the introduction of a representative form of 
government and for open competitive examinations for the 
recuitment of natives in the services". Here again Jain 
seems to have completely missed to recall the milieu of the 
second half of the 19th century which was the guiding factor 
in compelling Saiyed Ahmad to talk of the Muslim Community 
and opposition to the Indian National Congress. Jain's 
conclusion "only a real nationalist could have disregarded 
the temporary interest of his community for the greater good 
of the nation" is really highly appreciable today. But the 
question arises how far nationalism in the modern sense had 
developed in India during that period. It was still in 
infancy and it did take a modern shape as late as, in the 
second decade of the present century. 
Interestingly the Pakistani historicans as well as some 
of the Indian rightist scholars identical views. They say 
1. Sir Saiyed's speech at Gurdaspur dated 27th Jan. 1884, 
pp.170-177 and speech at Patna dated 27th Jan. 1883, 
pp.131-142. See Majmua lectures . 
2. For details see The Aligarh Mot^emeTit , Chapter VIII 
pp.Ill to 120 
3. See Chapter IV, Section II. 
4. For details see The Aligarh Ho\^emerit , p. 119. 
that Saiyed Ahmad was the man who was behind the genesis of 
Pakistan. K.K. Aziz discussing the Muslim problem says that 
'the pioneering role the vital contribution' of Saiyed Ahmad 
was in revolutionizing Muslim political and cultural 
thinking' and alleges that Saiyed Ahmad "by telling the 
Muslims that their path ran separate from the high road of 
Indian Nationalism by warning them of their minority status, 
by showing them the dangers of a majority based democracy, 
and by holding them away from the Congress, Saiyed Ahmad 
drove Muslim politics into a new channel". Aziz Ahmad 
further says that Saiyed Ahmad 'did not say what lay in the 
direction, but he pushed 'my nation' towards it, and left 
the rest to his successors". 
Similarly, Khalid bin Sayeed also suggests that Saiyed 
Ahmad Khan was pursuing the same views in closing years of 
the 19th century which is now associated with Jinnah in his 
advocacy of Pakistan and the two nation theory after 1940.'^ 
1. Aziz, K.K., A History of the idea of Pakistan, Vol I, 
Lahore, 1987, p.22. (hereafter cited >1 History of the 
idea of Pakistan) . 
2. Ibid. 
3. Sayeed, Khalid B, Pakistan^ The Formative Phase, (1S57-
1948), Second Edition, London, 1968, p.19. 
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The view expressed by Sayeed and K.K. Aziz are quite 
interesting. Particularly when they associate Saiyed Ahmad's 
views to Pakistan. There, however, remains the question 
unanswered whether the Saiyed ever conceived of creating a 
separate home land for Muslims as was done by Jinnah after 
the Lahore resolution, of 1940. 
Saiyed considered that there is nothing in India, 
which can be regarded as constructive work for the welfare 
of the people. He said that the Indians spent money on 
buildings such as Mosques, Khanquas, Dharmshalas and they 
also spend too much on marriages and other caremonies 
without understanding as to where the money should be spent 
more profitablly. Saiyed Ahmad then held the view, that the 
Indians should think after the welfare of the country and 
avoid spending their wealth blindly in sheer usless works. 
The opinion of Saiyed Ahmad regarding the concept of 
'Qaum' has been dealt by Tufail Ahmad. The Saiyed believed 
that the whole of Hindustan is a 'Qaum' and said in this 
regard, "The upliftment of a country depends upon the 
citizens residing in the country". Saiyed Ahmad stresses 
that the people should remember that the term Hindu and 
Muslim were the religious words otherwise everyone residing 
1. Safer Nama-e-Punjab, p.358. 
in a country which includes Hindus, Muslims and Christians, 
in one respect, are all one nation. When they are all termed 
as one nation they should be one towards the unity and 
progress of the country as one nation" Saiyed Ahmad 
continues that now it is not the time that the inhabitants 
of a country should be considered differently on the basis 
of their being two nations being representatives of two 
religions. 
On a different occasion Saiyed Ahmad said that as the 
representative of the Arya 'Quam' are termed as Hindus, in 
the same way the Muslims are also called as Hindu. It means 
that the people whoever live in India are to be called as 
"Hindu".2 
Saiyed Ahmad says the Europeans are of different 
thinkings and representative of different religions but even 
then they are on 'Qaum'. Even at times the people of other 
countries came to them and mix with them by the passage of 
time but they always live in harmony and are called one 
'Qaujn'. It shows that from the very beginning the term 
1. For details see Majmua-lectures, p.167. 
2. For details see Saiyed Ahmad Khan, Akhri Mazamin, 
Compiled by Muhammad Inamuddin Gujrat and Maulvi Ahmad 
Bala Makhdumi, 3rd ed., Lahore, Vol.1, p.55. (hereafter 
cited "Saiyed Ahmad Khari, Akhri Hazamin 
Qaum' has been literally used as the citizens of one 
country though they have distinct characters with them. 
Appealing to the Hindus and Muslims to unite Saiyed Ahmad 
said O.Hindus and Musalmans! Are you the citizens of country 
other than Hindustan ? Do you both not have settled on the 
same soil? Are you not buried on the same soil or cremated 
on the soil of Hindustan. You must remember that the Hindus, 
Musalmans, Christians, those who live in India, they are all 
one 'Qaum' . When they are termed as one nation they should 
think unitedly for the progress of the nation which is 
called their own nation. 
Saiyed Ahmad described that centuries have passed and 
on the will of Almighty, situations were created that both 
the Hindus and Muslim should share the same air and food, 
live and die on the same land,. It is the will of the 
Almighty that they should live as friends rather as 
brothers. In fact, the two distinction of the community 
being Hindu and Muslim, they are the eyes of the beautiful 
face of India. These two communities have mixed like the 
rice and pulse, they should remain unitedly. Till they are 
Sir Saiyed's at speech Gurdaspure, quoted in Safar 
Name-e-PuT,jab, p. 132. 
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not maintaining the solidarity, there cannot be arranged for 
a community education. The separation of the Hindus on the 
basis of idols and Muslims having a separate place for 
worshiping, the issues cannot be settled. The requirement of 
the time is that they should come out with a compromise and 
try to finish a work and when the first work concludes they 
should devote for another work unitedly. 
Saiyed Ahmad, perhaps never thought of a separate home-
land for the Muslims - though it cannot be denied that in 
many of his speeches he did talk of Hindus and Muslims as 
two - nations residing in India. It is also true that he was 
keen to ameliorate the lot of the Muslims but it would be 
very much unfair, as some of our Indians and Pakistani 
historians suggest. It would not be out of place to quote an 
extract from one of Saiyed's speeches towards the fag end of 
his life which shows his love for India and importance of 
Hindu-Muslim Unity for the progress of the country-
"Centuries passed away when god willed that 
Hindus and Muslims should use the air and products of 
this country, live and die on the same soil. This 
incident shows the will of God is +hat the two groups 
(Hindus and Muslims) should live like friends rather 
Sir Saiyed's speech at Jallandhar, Sa/ar Hama-e-Pur,jab , 
p.360. 
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like brothers. It would be futile if the Hindus of 
their two stones and Muslims of their one and a half 
stones would build separate structure. Both should 
agree first on one work and after completing one work 
they should take up another work in hand". 
II 
The establishment of the Indian National Congress was 
welcomed because of its demands and objectives and it 
secured great popularity among the educated Indians. Sir 
Saiyed Ahmad, who was now claimed a leader of the Muslim 
community, engaged in the functioning of his MAO College, as 
discussed earlier. Saiyed Ahmad during the last thirty 
years (i.e. from the rebellion of 1857) had devoted himself 
in bettering the relationship between his own community and 
the English rulers by clarifying the positions of the 
Muslims. He was keen to avoid all clashes with the British 
regime. The Mutiny had great impact on Saiyed Ahmad as he 
had himself witnessed the ruination of many old families 
owing to their clashes with the British during the rebellion 
of 1857-58. He constantly believed that if the Muslims once 
again took to politics they would be ruined. Saiyed Ahmad 
1. For details see speech at Gu.rdaspnr,Safar-Hama-e-Purijab 
p.132. 
2. See Chapter II. 
3. For details Khutbat-e-Aulia, pp.4-5. 
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felt that in fact the real salvation of the community lied 
in acquiring modern education and total abstention from the 
political agitation of any type at that juncture. 
Saiyed Ahmad did a lot for the development of his 
community but there was a very strong section in India which 
was still hostile towards him. Saiyed Ahmad realized well 
that no movement can survive among the Muslims without 
dedicated bond of volenteers engaged in its propagation and 
expansion. This had led to the foundation of the Mohammadan 
Educational CoTiference (HEC) and its head office was chosen 
at Aligarh. It was decided that the MEC will meet at the 
end of December every year in any town of India It shall 
continue for three days under a selected President every 
year. 
In the beginning most of the people attended the 
conference with the curiosity of seeing the renowned persons 
like Sir Saiyed, Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk, Maulana Hali, Nazir 
Ahmad and Shibli etc.^ The President's address had no 
importance. Sir Saiyed's dominating personality largely 
influenced the President, who normally acted in accordance 
3 
with his wishes. Later on when the conference became 
1. For details Ibid., pp.4-5. 
2. Ibid., pp.8-9. 
3. Ibid. 
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stronger it began to discuss contemporary issues. Now the 
position of the President also became important. It was felt 
that this post should be held by some one who could discuss 
problems of Muslim education in a scholary and convincing 
manner. Thus in 1893 Mohsinul-ul-Mulk was appointed the 
President. Now Ahis chair assumed a special dignity and 
prestige. 
Induction of Mohsin-ul-Mulk to the Presidentship gave a 
new turn to the outlook of the conference. Mohsin-ul-Mulk's 
first address dealt with the problems of the Muslims in a 
Passionate way. 
The Conference concentrated its attention towards most 
urgent needs of the Muslims i.e. 'education'. This was in 
fact an issue which Saiyed Ahmad was also preaching to his 
people and providing them with the best means of education 
2 
he could possibly do. 
Khutbat-e~Aulia. pp.8-9, The editorial of the 
HAOCM has also thrown light regarding the Education 
Conference Proceedings in its later stages. The editor 
calls it as (the expression of the ideas of the most 
modern section of the Mohammadan public. HAOCM, 
Aligarh, Dec 15th, 1899. New Series, Vol.VII, 
No.16, p.l. 
HAOCM, dated Dec. 15th, 1899, p.2. 
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Saiyed Ahmad kept himself indifferent when the Congress 
was founded in 1885. Apparently, Saiyed Ahmad did not attach 
much significance to the foundation of the Congress. A 
plausible argument can be that the Congress engaged 
Dufferin's patronage (Garden Tea Party). Some of the 
Congress resolutions such as the demand of reduction in 
expenditure on army and Civil Administration as well as Self 
Government alarmed the victory. Dufferin's unalloyed 
criticism of the Congress, seems to have been an important 
factor in Saiyed's opposition to the Congress. Here it may 
be inferred that Saiyed Ahmad who strongly believed that the 
future of the Muslims lied only in friendly relations with 
the British, did not like the Muslims to join the politics 
of the Congress. He, therefore, began to oppose Congress and 
its policies in many ways. In opposing the Congress, the 
Saiyed however, failed to realise some of the strong points 
of the Congress such as heavy expenditure on unproductive 
Wars involving Indian troops. The Afghan and Burmese War, 
had been fought by Indian soliders with Indian money for 
promoting British Interest. Unconscious of the drain and 
heavy expenditure on army and administration, the Saiyed in 
Differin's minute. No.1888. See The Evolution of India 
4 Pakistan, pp.143-45. 
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order to support the Government gave statements that the 
Indians have no concern with these measures. 
As we know that Sir Saiyed belonged to an aristocratic 
family. To him the interest of high born people was dearer 
than those of the low born. He could not therefore accept 
that ordinary Indian even with University education was 
worthy of seats in the Councils against those who had an 
aristocratic family background. Congress demand for 
Representative Government was thus opposed by Saiyed Ahmad 
not merely on the ground that the majority would over-side 
the minority, but also because it was bound to upset the 
existing social hierarchy. He thus believed that the 
political power should rest with the upper classes. This is 
why Sir Saiyed had criticised the nationalist demand for the 
introduction of the competitive examination for the 
recruitment to the ICS as well as the Council entry. 
"Sir Syed Ahmad Khan on the Mussalmans and The National 
Congres", Reprinted from the Poineer on January 11th 
and 12th, Printed at the "Pioneer Press", 1888. 
2. Sir Saiyed's speech at Lucknow, dated 28th Dec, 1888 
See Ewolutiori of Muslim Political Thought in India 
pp.38-39. 
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Saiyed Ahmad opposed the Indian National Congress 
through his speeches and also the Aligarh Institute Gazette 
which is full of anti Congress writings. He vehemently 
opposed many of the progressive demands of the Indian 
National Congress. One of his great arguments in opposing 
recruitment to various government services was due to 
educational disparity between the Muslims and the Bangalis. 
He apprehended that most of the posts would go to the 
Bengalis who were educationally much advance. It may be 
pointed out that while Sir Saiyed criticised Bengalis' 
domination in the services, his sympathies were not confined 
to the Muslims. He categorically stated that if the 
competitive examinations, as demanded by the Congress were 
accepted, the beneficiaries would be only the Bengalis. The 
Rajputs, the Muslims and the other castes of North India, 
educationally backward, would suffer. Saiyed further argued 
that the application of the system of competitive 
examination in India would be open to grave objections. His 
feudal out look that the high-born people are only worth to 
rule, irrespective of thier religion made him to say that 
the men of good families would certainly be very much 
Ibid . 
For details, Aligarh Institute Gazette, 16th January, 
pp.86-87. 
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opposed to entrusting their lives and liberties to natives 
of humble origin, who may however be highly educated. 
Sir Saiyed criticised that the Congress was dominated 
by the Bengalis. He rediculed the Bengali leaders of the 
Congress saying "how can a Bengali, who never saw the face 
of a gun and never participated in a battle, advise the 
government.' Sir Saiyed suggests that as far as the modern 
education was concerned, the Muslims were far behind. They 
stood no where in trade and commerce. Lakhs of Muslims were 
economically very backward. He felt pity on the conditions 
of the families of the Ashrafs . He said that the grievence 
which the Muslims had against the British was not just. 
First the Muslims should themselves prove worthy of 
anything. He thus stressed this point in his Lucknow speech, 
on the acquisition of modern education, advising his co-
religionists "Devote yourself to education, that is your 
only salvation". Saiyed Ahmad's opposision to the system of 
election to the viceroy's council caused a serious flutter 
in the nationalist circles. Saiyed's basis of opposition was 
1 . Ibid. 
2. Hayat~e-Jatiaid , p. 487 
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the same i.e., majority would prevail over the minority It 
would be like the game of dice, in which one man had four 
dices and the other only one"-^  . 
Saiyed Ahmad tried to bring another point to the notice 
i.e. how many of us from the Punjab, Oudh and North Western 
Provinces were going to leave their business and attend the 
Viceroy's Council for the sake of the country. In such 
circumstances it would be absurd, if the demands of the 
Congress were fulfilled*^ 
Saiyad Ahmad was convinced that the Birtish Government 
was not going to grant such requests Saiyed Ahmad said that 
this agitation for election to the Councils was the 
handiwork of the Bengalis He believed that in case the 
agitational methods were adopted it would lead to general 
unrest. And finally. Sir Saiyed unfolded his pro-British 
psychology that the Government was strong enough to suppress 
such movements, as it had already suppressed the Rebellion 
of 1857. He thus warned that the only results which would be 
expected was, "to produce a useless uproar, to raise 
1. Pioneer, op. cit, January. 11th & 12th 1888. Also 
cited in Evolution oi Muslim Political Thought m 
India. 
2. Pioneer, January 11 & 12 1888. 
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suspicions in Government, and to bring back again that time 
which we experienced thirty or thirty one years ago" 
It may be recalled that Sir Saiyed was not totally 
unaware of the real worth of the movement. He praised that 
the men of high position who sympathised with the movement 
were neither afraid of the prison nor the bayonets of the 
police. He, however, questioned that how many of the 
agitators could face the bayonets. In such circumstances, 
Saiyed Ahmad criticised what sort of uproar it was, and in 
such a nature, he raised questions how to join it. He thus 
advised to consider carefully our own circumstances and the 
circumstances of the government before running after such 
agitation . 
As stated earlier, Sir Saiyed was a great opponent of 
the Congress, not soon after the birth of the Congress, but 
after Dufferin's speech. He considered that the Congress 
comprised of educated persons. 
It has been suggested by Christine Dobbin that most of 
the modern educated persons were Hindu who were in majority, 




Congress was majority rule and majority rule in India meant 
Hindu rule^. Cristine Dobbin's argument, is however, 
plausible. Here, no explanation has been given as to how the 
Saiyed kept quite on such majority-Hindu rule concept, until 
Dufferin opened his mouth against the Congress. However, 
now Sir Saiyed's opposition to the Congress became straight 
and loaded with arguments. One of them was that India was 
not inhabited by one nation-it was a country of nations such 
as the Muslims, the Marathas, the Brahmins, the Kshatriyas, 
the Banias, the Sudras, the Sikhs, the Bengalis the Madrasis 
and the Peshawaris . 
Sir Saiyed's arguments may seem strange today. Fairly 
speaking in the 19th century, the concept of 'nationalism ' 
in modern sense was still in its infancy. Nation or 'Qaum' 
was generally known in the term of caste or racial groups as 
is also evident from Sir Saiyed's interpretations Sir 
Saiyed elaborated his views that the Congress considered 
that all the nationalities of India professed the same 
religion, spoke same language, had the same way of life and 
customs and that their attitude to History was similar and 
1. The Basic Documents , p.41. 
2. Ibid., pp.41-42. 
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based upon the same historical traditions-^ . He thus 
cautioned that the Indian National Congress policy was 
fraught with dangers and highly dangerous so far as the 
Muslims were concerned. 
For the Muslims, the Saiyed held thi view that though 
in minority, they were highly united. Moreover traditionally 
they had enough courage to answer suitably whenever opposed 
by the majority. He thus firmly believed that the Congress 
could not rationally prove its claim to represent the 
2 
opinion, ideals and aspirations of the Muslims of India . 
By such arguments, Sir Saiyed kept the Muslims aloof 
from the Congress politics from 1887''. Sir Saiyed's one 
sided decision gradually led to annoyance of the educated 
nationalist Hindus. Sir Saiyed's attempt, in keeping the 
Muslims away from the Congress, should be seen keeping in 
view his psychology and the positions of the North Indian 
Muslims at that time. His admirers like Hali, did not find 
any fault in Saiyed's attempt'*. However, Sir Saiyed was 
quite conscious of the utility of political organisation. 
1. Ibid. 
2. Saiyed Ahmad Khan, Akhri Hazamin , pp.46-50. Also cited in 
The Basis Documerits, p. 42. 
3. Hayate-Janaid, p.482. 
4. For details Ibid., p.453-454. 
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He thus proposed that the Muslims should lay foundaton of 
Committee for the protection of their rights and they should 
select their own members without recourse to agitational 
method. The Council so evolved should correspond with the 
government on the Muslim problems . The work conducted by 
this Council would be considered the work of the entire 
community. Saiyed Ahmad warned against the activities of 
those persons who instigated the Muslims towards the 
agitational politics . 
Sir Saiyed was thus strongly opposed to the agitational 
politics and to strengthen his arguments, he said, 
geographical, regional and cultural factors too, did not 
subscribe to the notion. Saiyed Ahmad cautioned that any 
agitational method being adopted in India was not suitable 
either for the government or the people . 
Saiyed Ahmad used his eloquency, personality and 
stature to convince the Muslims not to join the Indian 
National Congress. However, despite his opposition, the 
attendance of Muslims in the Congress sessions went on 




increasing year after year. In 1885, the percentage of 
Muslim delegates was 2.7, which rose to 7.6% (1886), 13% 
(1887), 17.7% (1888), 13% (1889), 16.5% (1890) and 14.5% 
(1892)^. This phenomenon is noteworthy. Sir Saiyed was at 
the height of his anti-Congress stand and was spending 
considerable time and energy to keep the Muslims away from 
the Congress and the agitational politics. It shows that the 
Saiyed was not getting success in alienating the Muslims. 
However, from 1893 and onwards a decline in Muslims' 
participation in the Congress is noted. Were the Muslims 
getting indifferent to the Congress owing to Sir Saiyed's 
campaign or there were some other reasons ? Here it is to be 
understood that Sir Saiyed's influence was largely confined 
to a section of Muslims in the North India. The Congress 
was not the organisation of North India only. How the 
Muslims of South, West and East India behaved towards the 
Congress should also be kept in mind. 
In August, 1888 Saiyed Ahmad founded the Patriotic 
Association so that the people of various classes who had not 
joined the Congress could be brought under the flag of the 
For details see Majumdar, Bimenbtasi & Majumdar, Bhakti 
Prasad,Congress arid Corigressmeri, < 1885-1917 ) , 1967, 
pp.98-99. 
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new association in opposition to the Congress.Sir Saiyed was 
candid to reveal his strategy in doing so to start an anti 
Congress propaganda by publishing their opinions and 
circulating it to the members of the British Parliament, 
English Journal and the people of Great Britain. Needless 
to say that it was an attempt to placate the British 
opinion. Thus, the Patriotic Association began to organise 
the meetings in Bengal, Bihar, Madras, Bombay, Oudh etc. in 
order to impress upon the English opinion thai all Indians, 
specially the Muslims and some other nations were not with 
the Congress^. 
The Patriotic Association soon got prestige as several 
taluqadars from Oudh, the Maharaja of Benaras, His Highness, 
the Nawab of Hyderabad and other elites supported it and the 
proceedings of the Association were sent to Britain . 
Sir Saiyed's loyalist activities soon brought him to a 
controversy. Particularly the Bengali newspapers severely 
criticised the Saiyed^. Despite opposition by the 
1. Hayate-JaNaid, p.318 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., p.319. 
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Nationalists and the Nationalist Press, Saiyed Ahmad was 
satisfied over the success of the Patriotic Association 
which can be seen from his letter to Graham . This 
Patriotic Association now claimed the monopoly of loyality 
of the English^. 
The Patriotic Association thus began to work in 
conformity to the British Policy enunciated by Dufferin that 
it was an organisation of the microscopic minor ity ' - an 
organisation which was creating 'hatred and hostility' 
against the government . The Patriotic Association thus 
asserted that the Congress approach was a great danger to 
the government, the country, and the preservation of the 
peace of the country . It claimed that the influential and 
distinguished Hindu gentlemen like the Maharaja of Benaras 
were criticising the Congress and were in agreement with the 
Muslims on this issue . 
1. "I have undertaken a heavy task against the so called 
National Congress, and have formed an association", 
quoted from 'Life and Uorks of Sir Saiyed Ahmad, p.273. 
2. Aligarh's first Generation , p.309. 
3. Reports from Irish Times, Dubbin, 26th Dec. 1888, 
Published in the Aligarh Institute Gazette, dated 9th 
Febuary, 1889. 
4. Ibid . 
5. Ibid. 
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With the formation of the Patriotic Association 
Theodore Beck seems to have become very active. The 
decision of the meeting held under the Presidentship of 
Beck, in the Siddon Union Club where Syed Vilayat Husain 
brought to the notice that the issues like the competitive 
exams, Representative Government etc. could be looked from 
two angles viz. from the country's view point and second the 
community. As far as the former was concerned it was an 
effort which produced discontent between the ruler and the 
ruled always leading to bad results . Vilayat Husain, to 
show that how the British rule was advantageous to Indians, 
said that the peace and prosperity of the period largely 
owed to the British Government. Like many loyalists, 
Vilayat Hussain also believed that India required many 
9 
hundred years to become one nation and govern itself 
Though he did not attribute bad motives to the promoters of 
the Congress, but he thought that the Congress was a 
misguided party and injuring the country. He then advised 
to Congress to adopt more temperate methods in seeking their 
rights from the government. He further remarked that if the 
demands of the Congress were granted it would lead to many 
problems. Continuing with his arguments he further said 
1. AJigarh Institute Gazette, Jan.18, 1888, pp.88-89. 
2. Ibid. . 
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that "India was in a very awkward position of containing 
several different nations" •'•. Thus he argued that in such a 
situation one would always suffer at the hands of the others 
which includes the Hindus also, who would not be able to 
compete with the more advanced communities, of the Eastern 
parts (Bengal). The Muslims would, in that case, be the 
worst sufferer as they are backward of all. 
Ill 
It may be recalled that the Congress was founded in 
1885. Amazingly, Sir Saiyed did not immediately react to 
the birth of the new political organisation. Sir Saiyed's 
first criticism to the Congress and its policies came in 
December 1887. He strongly disagreed with the Congress 
demands such as the Representative Councils, simultaneous 
ICS exams in India and England etc. Sir Saiyed, in his 
speech disuaded his community not to join the politics of 
the Congress but to concentrate in amelorating its object 
through education and loyalism. 
Sir Saiyed's loyalism, however, was too much for a very 
dynamic section of the Muslim Community, the Ulema . Rashid 
Ahmad Gangohi, one of the founders of the Dar-ul-Uloom, 
Ibid. 
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Deoband (Saharanpur) was first to react to Saiyed Ahmad's 
plea for political separateness in India. He asked the 
community for cooperation with the Indian National Congress 
provided 'it did not lead to any infringement of the canon 
law'^. 
Despite Sir Saiyed's efforts to oppose the Congress and 
its policy, many eminent Musalmans joined the organisation 
from the very first session of the Congress. R.M Sayani and 
A.M. Dharamsi the two leading Muslims from Bombay became the 
members of the new national political organisation. Soon 
Badruddin Tyabji of Bombay joined and was honoured to 
preside over the third session of the Congress in 1887 
(Madras). He and Hume had tried to wean Sir Saiyed from 
opposing the National Congress and requested for his sincere 
cooperation. 
Sir Saiyed's strong objections to Tyabji in dragging 
the community to the politics is too well known. However, 
the veiws of Sir Saiyed and Tyabji on Congress politics may 
well be understood as the two came from the different family 
background, orientations and had different experiences of 
life. Nevertheless, Tyabji felt sincerely that the Muslims 
should join the Congress en masse. 
1. Life and Times of Mohammad All, p.9 
:05 
Tyabji said " I, at least not merely m my 
individual capacity but as representing the 
Anjuman i-Islam of Bombay do not consider that 
there is anything whatever in the position of the 
relations of the different communities of India -
be they Hindus, Mussalmans, Parsis or Christians 
which would induce the leaders of any one 
community to stand aloof from the others in their 
efforts to obtain those great general reforms, 
those great general rights which are for the 
common benef 
general rxgr 
it of us all' . 
Tyabji refers to his anguish in one of his letters to 
Syed Amir Ali and regrets that Saiyed Ahmad and Nawab Abdul 
Latif were keeping themselves away from the Congress. He 
warned that the section of the Muslims who were keeping 
themselves aloof from Hindus were actually retarding the 
national Congress . 
Tyabji attempted to dispel the fear propounded by 
Sir Saiyed that the Congress was a Hindu organisation. 
Hindus being in majority, on coming to power would be 
overriding the interest of the Muslims. Tyabji made it clear 
that, if at any stage there was any sort of Subjection of 
the Musalmans to the Hindus, he would oppose with all his 
Strength. He referred to the position that the Congress had 
1. Badruddin Tyabji to S. Amir Ali, Bombay, 13th January, 
1888, Bombay, Tyabji Papers. 
Ibid. 
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adopted a rule by which any proposition to which the 
Musalmans disagreed would not be considered by the 
Congress . 
Tyabji was fully confident of the policy of National 
Congress and its principles which safeguarded the rights of 
his community and was capable of doing great works for the 
sake of the country . 
Tyabji was sympathetic to Amir All's proposed 
Mohammadan Conference. He considered it the duty of all the 
educated Muslims of India for raising their co-religionists 
from the deplorable condition of poverty and ignorance. He 
welcomed any measure adopted by the leaders of the community 
for the improvement of their moral, social, educational and 
•a 
political status"^. He held the view that the problems of 
Indians as a whole should be taken into consideration for 
which the duty of the educated Indians and public spirited 
citizens, irrespective of their caste, colour or creed was 
very important . 
Badruddin Tyabji to S. Amir All, Bombay, 13th January 





Tyabji entered into correspondence with Beck, the 
Principal of the MAO College. Tyabji was bold enough to say 
that he differed with Sir Saiyed's views regarding the 
Congress. Beck did not agree to the Tyabji's notions. He 
held the views that the methods' adopted by the Congress 
would lead to mutiny in Punjab . 
Tyabji's emergence as a champion of Indian nationalism 
and active opposition to Sir Saiyed's policy of loyalism was 
much against the policy of Beck who, had settled himself at 
the MAO College with a purpose of protecting the imperialist 
policy. Beck naturally did not like the tilt of the Muslims 
towards the Congress. He therefore, made vigorous efforts to 
convince the government in general and the Muslim community 
in particular that the Musalmans of North India were 
extremely poor and felt with agony the loss of their glory . 
He reminded them that the old imperial buildings at Delhi 
and Agra were the living singns of their glorious past. So, 
Beck suggested that any political agitation would lead to 
the whole of Upper India into flames one day. Citing the 
Wahabi organisations, he said that they 
1. Theodore Beck to Badruddin Tyabji, May 10, 1888, 
Aligarh, Tyabji Paper. 
2. Ibid. 
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had attacked the British Government which lead to ruin of 
their families . In such circumstances, Beck advised: 
'English education is the pursuit which seems 
to us, most important for material prosperity, and 
most likely to sort out factionalism and 
disloyality But if they follow the method 
of the Bengali Press and drink in the Bengali 
ideas their tendency to revolt will be 
intensified'^. 
Apart from Tyabji, another national.ist Muslim of 
importance was R.M. Sayani, President of the Indian National 
Congress session of 1896. By the time, the Muslim politics 
in India had entered a serious phase. Distinctly the two 
factions, among the Muslims - the nationalists and the 
loyalists were operating. The British imperialistic 
interest was to keep the Muslims away from the Nationalist 
politics. Debates were going on the subject in the press and 
in the political circles. Government media and the loyalist 
elements (both Indian and British) were spending their 
energies in making the people believe that almost all the 
Muslims were against the Congress. Sayani, took a serious 
note of it. Refuting the propaganda, Sayani said that 
actually most of the Muslims did not know the real policy of 




of them believed that the joining of Congress would lead 
them to the loss of their religion which was not correct . 
Sayani thus refuted the anti-Congress propaganda that 
after the overthrow of British power Hindu rule would be 
p 
established in India. 
There were many other Muslim leaders who held their own 
views over the Congress. Ali Mahmood Bhimji of Bombay 
considered that the Muslims were whole heartedly with the 
Congress. He points out that there was much confusion among 
the Muslims regarding the Congress. Bhimji pointed out that 
the Congress was being misrepresented to the Muslims, making 
them to believe that the Hindus wanted to take the Raj from 
the British. He however pointed out to the omission which 
the Congress leaders committed by not enlarging the 
Reception Committee with the inclusion of some more Muslims 
which could have attracted more Muslim support to the 
Congress. 
1. Presidential Address of R.M. Sayani, 1896 session of 
Indian National Congress. Proceedings of the India 
National Congress, available in MF at NAI (hereafter 
cited Pr. INC). 
2. Ibid. 
3. Pr. INC, Poona Session, 1895. 
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While many of the modern educated Muslims in the Bombay 
Presidency were having the support of the Congress, the 
Muslim in considerable educationally backward areas like 
Bihar, were also extending support to the Congress. One 
Maulvi Sharfuddin of Bihar echoed the sentiments of Tyabji 
and Bhimji in denouncing the imperialistic propaganda that 
the Congress was 'A Hindu CoTigress'^ He vehemently opposed 
this propaganda and declared that "this assemblage 
constitute not a Hindu Congress, but a National Congress", 
and all the races and creeds of India were equally 
p 
interested and sympathetic to the Congress. 
There was equally strong support for the Congress in 
Awadh also where one Sheikh Raza Hussain Khan said 
" he was a Mohammadan, and although 
he did not take part in any of the proceedings of 
the Congress even then he felt proud that from the 
very beginning he had taken deep interest in the 
Congress and had a friendly feeling for the 
movement." 
He assured the nationalists that though some Muslims 
individually opposed the Congress the Muslims in majority 
were with the Congress. 
1. Pr.INC, 2nd session, 1886 
2. Ibid. 
3. Pr.INC, 4th session, 1888. 
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Sheikh Kadir Baksh another notable of Awadh and a 
resident of Faizabad dispelled the doubts created by the 
imperialists and loyalist elements that Muslims were not 
with the Congress. He made it clear that the Hindus and the 
Musalmans of that place were in perfect, sympathy with the 
Congress movement.-^ They had no differences and lived like 
brothers and that the Congress was 'neither a Bengali 
Congress nor the Congress of any particular nationality' 
(community). He claimed that Congress was a national 
organisation of India - both Hindus and Muslims were the 
sons of the soil and as such India was their motherland. 
It will thus be seen that there were two sections among 
the Muslims in the first phase of National Movement. Saiyed 
Ahmad had gained a dominating position among the Muslims in 
the north Indian politics largely owing to the government 
patronage. He however, could not succeed in bringing the 
* 
Muslim masses under his influence. His influence was 
confined to the upper classes Muslim gentry. Majority of the 
Muslims, however, remained under the influence of the uiema 
mainly because the upper class leadership among the Muslims, 
which played important role in the past, ceased to enjoy 
1. Pr.INC, 3rd session, 1887 
2. Ibid. 
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this position after 1857. Nevertheless, Saiyed Ahmad with 
his arguments, mobilized a section of the Muslims (mainly 
upper class) who reciprocated to the sentiments of loyal ism 
towards the British. 
Here the role of Beck, the Principal of the MAO 
College, cannot be ignored. He was very intelligently 
inculcating the idea that the Muslims' future was only 
secure if they remained loyal to the Raj. On certain 
occasions, as we have seen in the preceeding pages, he even 
threatened the Muslims of the recurrence of 1857 holocaust 
if they departed from the path of loyalism. Beck's 
Psychological propaganda, ironically matched with Sir 
Saiyed's apprehensions. It was thus not surprising that the 
Saiyed spent his all energies in opposing the Indian 
National Congress. Saiyed's approach was based upon certain 
apprehensions and a desire to set the down trodden community 
back to its old status. Beck had, however, played his own 
role to safeguard the British Raj in India. Beck has left a 
proof which shows why he was serving the MAO College. Beck 
writes: 
"There is very little chance of changing 
intelligent Mohammadanism into Christianity for 
Mohammadanism refuses with much feeling any 
compromise with polytheism". 
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He also adds 
"I should be very sorry to think that under 
present condition, I was preparing the way for 
Christianity among the students here". 
It shows also the object of Beck to propagate 
Christianity among the MAO students. It also indicates that 
Beck was serving the MAO College with avowed objects of 
serving the interest of imperialism in India and also to 
spread Christianity, if any opportunity offered. 
From the preceding pages, it cannot be conclusively 
said that Sir Saiyed was opposing the Cori 'ress on sectarian 
grounds. However, Sir Saiyed's views on the Indian National 
Congress may be criticised today. As a student of modern 
Indian History, my tentative conclusion is that Sir Saiyed 
should not be studied, keeping the modern times in view. Sir 
Saiyed may be understood well if one placed himself in the 
political milieu of the period. It is expected, with this 
approach, one would be nearer the truth to understand Sir 
Saiyed and his opposition to the Congress. 
Theodore Beck to his mother, 15th December, 1885, cited 
from Lady Raleigh,Trte letter of Sir Halter Raleigh 
(1879-1922), London, 1926, p.48. 
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